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QUEST FINDING AID, PART ELEVEN:  

Volumes 44-47, October 1974-May 1978 

 

INTRODUCTION: ENTERING THE LATER YEARS 

Although the club published the magazine until May 1982, signs begin to surface before 1976 that, 

as the membership decreases, the interest—or the expertise—begins declining. Among the more 

salient pieces of evidence are the resignations of two of the editors-in-chief for medical reasons, a 

shortage of original material replaced by reprints, no main theme to draw the articles together, and 

diminished travel or other topics outside the parochial interests of the club. The issues begin to 

double the months being described, focusing solely on Club Notes and Monthly Programs, 

presented briefly with no photographs of speakers. The earlier volumes covered enough interesting 

themes and ideas to be sold on the newsstands. The literary enthusiasm and breadth of topics has 

dissipated as the audience is, apparently, losing interest. Financial burdens may affect the club. 

The readers find out in later volumes as membership wanes. 

ANALYSIS 

Volume Forty-four: 

Number One, October 1974. The membership figure is approximately 260, which includes 

Business, Charter, Evening Department, Honorary, Life, and Quester members. The introduction 

above prepares readers for the direction the magazine and its staff are heading.   

    

Number Two, November 1974. In an unusual move, a travel article was submitted by one of the 

magazine’s advertisers. Others may appear from time to time that have expressed an interest in 

contributing to the magazine. Quest has always enjoyed a healthy relationship with its advertisers. 

 

Number Three, Dec. 1974-Jan 1975. Two months are presented together, which makes for a 

longer, fuller issue. The first short story published in a long while is a brilliant account of a Red 

Cross woman worker’s experience on Christmas Eve in New Guinea during WW II. An Associate 

Member makes another contribution to the historical field.      

   

Number Four, February 1975. Two articles, on the social heritage of tea and the upbringing of 

George Washington, are entertaining, as are some of the announcements of talks on the program, 

from artists to world peace, including a U.S. Senator addressing the topic of taxes.    

 

Number Five, March 1975. A very short issue, with the one article a reprint from a magazine. 

         

Number Six, April 1975. Another very short issue, with one excellent historical article by a familiar 

Associate Member about the origins of the 200th anniversary of the United States.  
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Number Seven, May 1975. A similarly short issue with a concentration on local news and, instead 

of an original article, a reprint from The Humane Society of the U.S., taken from “The HSUS 

News.”  

 

Volume Forty-five: 

 

Number One, October 1975. The membership stands at approximately 240 members. At last, the 

explanation comes for the changes to the magazine noted above: The staff and board have decided 

to change the arrangement of the magazine being funded by the loyal advertisers. It has grown, 

over the years, into an excessively expensive publication. In the new format, advertisers will have 

the opportunity to appear for a smaller fee. Photos, poetry, and special articles will be omitted. 

With doubled months, there will be only five issues this year. The President’s message becomes 

even more focused on participation: “Please become involved now!”     

 

Number Two, Nov.-Dec. 1975. This one-page summary is a good example of the club’s decision 

to shorten the magazine, address two months at a time, and focus on club activities.   

 

Number Three, Jan.-Feb 1976. For the first time, an advertisement for a Bridge Benefit has a sub-

title: “A benefit for the operating expenses of your club,” reminding readers of the financial 

pressure on the organization. The two sections of the magazine are Club Notes and the planned 

Programs, always at least one in the field of music, theatre, and art. 

 

Number Four, Mar.-Apr. 1976. Instead of advertisements throughout the issue, the magazine now 

uses four pages of lists of companies under the title “Your Guide to Merchants and Services of 

Merit; mention the Montclair Women’s Club When You Shop.”     

  

Number Five, May 1976. For the first time, the issue begins with an apologetic message from the 

Quest staff to the reader: “The Quest Staff wishes members a good summer and thanks them for 

their support and understanding. There have been problems, hours of pondering, and some delays 

in publication, but we feel a measure of pride in the final accomplishment.” They print “This Is 

Your Bill for Club Dues 1976-1977,” and add, “To save postage costs for the club.” 

 

Volume Forty-six: 

 

Number One, October 1976. The membership has slipped a bit to approximately 220 members.  

Two members of the club conceived and carried out a new project in the local public schools to 

celebrate the 1976 Bicentennial observance.     

 

Number Two, Nov. 1976-Dec. 1976. The double-month issues remain short and parochial. One of 

the speakers chooses the power of the press as his topic. Although the companies do not advertise 

any more, a list of trusted companies appears at the back of the magazine.    
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Number Three, Jan. 1977-Feb. 1977. As always, this double-month issue features an art exhibit. 

The speakers for the two monthly programs include history, literature, travel, music, and 

international topics.          

Number Four, Mar. 1977-Apr. 1977. A brief description appears for these two months and no 

message from the club president. On its Sixty-second Birthday Party, Virginia Doherty speaks, 

with the help of colored slides, on “The Revolutionary Women” in American history.  

   

Number Five, May 1977. On the inside back cover is the following message: “To All Club 

Members from the Quest Staff, we thank members for their support over the years and apologize 

for some mistakes and some delays in receiving the magazine. 

 

Volume Forty-seven: 

 

Number One, October 1977. A serious drop in membership, from approximately 220 members to 

approximately 170 members 

 

Number Two, Nov. 1977- Dec. 1977. Nothing has been written about the Questers for some time. 

American actress Mercedes McCambridge speaks at one of the annual Federation conventions on 

“Courage and Chemicals,” a personal account of facing alcoholism. 

 

Number Three, Jan. 1978-Feb. 1978. There is no president’s message. The reader learns that the 

wife of local pastor stationed abroad spent two years teaching at the oldest women’s school in 

Indochina. A story about a local theatrical group tells of its care for the community by helping to 

develop a curriculum for a residential treatment center for disturbed adolescents and participating 

in the local drug abuse center.      

 

Number Four, Mar-1978-Apr. 1978. The Art Exhibits at the club, advertised under Club Notes, 

take on more importance now that the magazine no longer publicizes exhibits at other museums 

in the areas.          

 

Number Five, May 1978. In the last issue, the outgoing president seems optimistic and makes no 

prophecies or explanations about the situation in which the magazine finds itself, a far cry from 

when it was sold on the newsstand.  
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TITLES OF ARTICLES AND SPEECHES 

A 

“A Christmas Story New Guinea,” 6 

“A Conservation Effort for Essex County,” 24 

“A Flower Show—in Egypt,” 32 

“A Glimpse of Indochina,” 36 

“A Letter,” 8 

“A New York Theatre Sampler,” 2 

“A Visit with Gerri,” 9 

“Abraham Lincoln Walks at Midnight,” 8 

“Africa,” 3 

“All about China,” 14 

“America’s Third Century: A Look into the Future,” 29  

“Austria—Yesterday and Today,” 35      

B 

“Background of Astrology” 3 

“The Beginning—USA,” 12 

“Bethlehem Star,” 27 

“The Bicentennial, 200 Years After—A Comment on the Bill of Rights,” 19 

C 

“The Changing American Scene,” 6 

“The Cherry Tree Story,” 9 

“Christmas,” 7 

“Coffee Pots,” 9 

“Come Along with ‘Be,’” 35 

“Courage and Chemicals,” 35 

“Crafts for Leisure,” 30 

“Creating a Painting,” 36 

D 

“Detente: What Does It Mean?” 6 

“Doorway to Xmas,” 28 

E 

“80th Annual Convention, 1974,” 2 

“Entertainment Time,” 54 

F 

For the Life of Me,” 10 

“Food for Thought?” 6 

G 

“Grammar in a Nutshell,” 9 

“Growing Plants in Our Home,” 6 

H 

“The Homes, Gardens, and People of South Africa,” 3 

I 

“India, Land of Contrasts—Splendor and Poverty,” 39 



 

 

vi 

“The Interpretation of Election Returns by the Press,” 25 

“Ireland’s Famous Glass Wakeford Crystal,” 10 

J 

“Jazz Fashions,” 4 

L 

“The Life and Times of Chekhov,” 36 

M 

“The Magic of Enthusiasm,” 12 

“Man Kind?” 14 

“The Mediterranean—Old and New,” 29 

“The Middle East Crisis,” 12 

“Montclair Women’s Club and Montclair Schools Share Bicentennial Flag Project," 25 

N 

“The National Outlook,” 2 

“Nature Lovers’ Alert,” 39                   

“New Things in the Market for Interior Design,” 27 

“The Numbers Game,” 7 

O 

“On the Return of a Book Lent to a Friend,” 4 

P  

“Paris in the Spring,” 29 

“Prelude to Christmas,” 5 

“The Play’s Still the Thing,” 19 

“Previews of 1975,” 8 

“Programs and Activities of the United Nations Children’s Fund,” 29 

“Public Cooperation with the Police in the Line of Crime Prevention,” 35 

R 

“The Revolutionary Women,” 30 

S  

“The Social Heritage of Tea,” 9 

“Stars of Christmas” 5 

T  

“Taxes, The Mystery Extravaganza of 1975,” 8 

“Three Great Women of the Last 100 Years,” 29 

“The Traveling Kats,” 2 

“Travels in Music,” 29 

“The True Spirit,” 16 

W  

“Watercolor Landscapes,” 8 

“The Woman’s Paige,” 27 

“Women Who Have Influenced the World,” 19 

“Women Who Have Influenced the World,” 19 
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Y 

“You Pack Your Own Chute,” 55 

“Your House in Needlepoint,” 36 
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TOPICS BY AUTHORS AND SPEAKERS 

Art 

Kathleen K. Allenby 

Sally Arning  

Barbara Mackey Bakst [1925-2020] 

John Leonard Barnwell [1922-2015] 

Jean Georges Beaumont 

Gladys Clegg 

Rachel A. Farrington (1915-1990] 

Martha Phipps Giles 

Gertrude Hodkinson 

Ruth Knowlson 

Janet MacPherson 

Alfred F. Manheim 

Dr. Howard D. Marion 

Oleta Norman 

Charlotte Palmer  

Helge Peterson 

Genevieve Reck 

Elsie Julia Miller Schleicher [1916-1988] 

Harold G. Schoenthal [1901-2004] 

Valerie Jesraly Selligsohn [1942-2012] 

Edith Sheeleigh 

Joyce Wimer 

Community 

Acting Chief Edward A. Giblin 

Gertrude Hodkinson 

Marian Hotaling 

Current Events 

Jeffrey St. John [1930-1997] 

Education 

Margaret Moffat Yard Tyler [1902-1997] 

Fashion 

Dorothy Thomas 

Gardening 

Louise Mann 

Jan Taylor 

Health 

Norme Krajczar 

Carlotta Mercedes Agnes McCambridge [1916-2004] 

Dr. Eden Ryl 

History 

Virginia Doherty 
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Louie A. Dudley 

Jeffrey St. John [1930-1997] 

James Patrick Shenton [1925-2003] 

Dr. Julian D. Tebo 

William Henry Wilbur [1888-1979] 

Hobby 

Beryl Frank [1927-2019] 

Jane Wallace 

Humor 

Lillian Watson Applegate [1896-1981] 

Interior Decoration 

Andrew J. Krecicki 

Constance C. Sloan 

Mrs. Raymond Russ Stoltz 

Jan Taylor 

International 

John Stothoff Badeau [1903-1995] 

Brigitte Trimmer-Smith 

Litearture 

Cleveland Amory [1917-1998] 

Doug Boyd [born John Pope, 1916-1997] 

Kenneth Clark [1903-1983] 

Beatrice Hanson 

Elizabeth Janeway [1913-2005] 

Dr. Charles L. Leavitt 

Golda Meir [1898-1978] 

Arden Davis Melick [1940-2021] 

Christopher Morley [1890-1957] 

David Elton Trueblood [1900-1994] 

Message 

Gertrude Hodkinson 

Marian S. Hotaling  

Margaret B. Kimber 

Susan R. Stuart 

Movie 

Dante De Florio 

 

Music 

Clarissa Anthony 

Robert Wayne Barlow [1912-1996] 

Philip Cartwright 

Ronald Forsomo 

Stanley Glover 
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Jim J. [James A.] Gold 

Marjory Hague [1924-2016] 

Mimi Harmon  

Stephen Hart 

Andrew Klein 

Ruth Landes  

Helen List 

Robert Pagano 

Dr. Rosalie Rebello Pratt [1933-2005] 

Dr. Samuel O. Pratt [1925-1985] 

Sherrie Randolph 

Eleanor Statmore 

Rosalie Sutherland  

Grace Thompson 

Janet Weisiger 

William Winters 

Frances Wyatt 

Yates Family [William H.] 

Nature (Conservation) 

Eugene A. Field 

Rowena A. Lavell [1952-2006] 

Opinion 

Lillian Watson Applegate [1896-1981] 

Poetry 

Lillian Watson Applegate [1896-1981] 

Rita Hand Hogan [1901-1991] 

Edgar Daniel Kramer [1887-1966] 

Vachel Lindsay 

Julie Schleicher  

Helen Peck Young  

Religion 

Dr. Lee Hastings Bristol, Jr. [1923-1979] 

The Reverend Francis R. Podgorski 

Tom Sandor 

The Reverend Larry G. Suntken 

Short Story 

Marion Higgins 

Theatre 

Jessica Allen  

Martha Coe 

Betty F. Detrick 

Bessie Patterson Gephart 

Kathleen Huber 



 

 

xi 

Dr. Charles Leavitt 

Mary Paige 

Ernie Schenk 

Jerome Martin [Schwartz] 

Teena McConnell 

Narcissa Titman 

Alicen White   

Travel 

C’Lee Fogg, 

Dr. Orpha Maust Lutz 

Brien Merriman 

Natalie P. Smith 

Edna Thistle 

TV 

Fred Bauer 

Sue Read 

Voting 

Samuel G. Blackman 

Senator James H. Wallwork 

Women’s Rights 

Dr. Charles Leavitt 

World Peace 
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QUEST  

PART ELEVEN: VOLUMES 44-47 

October 1974-May 1978 

 

Volume 44, Number 1     Quest     October 1974 

New editor of Quest: Natalie K. Fitch  

 

Departments and Committees, 1974-1975, 4, 5 

 

Harvest Bridge, Ways and Means Party, 6      [Fundraising] 

 

Calendar for October, 7 

 

Photo: Mrs. Charles R. Kimber, 8 

 

President’s Message, 9                         [Message] 

Margaret B. Kimber is proud of the founding members but also wants to salute the dedicated 

women at work at the club today. She is proud of the way the Hospitality Committee entertained 

the large number of guests at the Federation’s Council and Leadership Institute Meeting held at 

the club. “Let’s have another good year with all of us planning to work together in harmony.” 

 

Turn-Over Sale, Ways and Means Annual Feature, 11    [Fundraising] 

 

Club Notes, 14, 15, 17        [Community] 

Recognizing our talented members. Each month, the club will feature one of the club’s artists.  

Gertrude Hodkinson. She is this month’s artist with her watercolors. 

Sale for the Blind. The home-made products will be for sale at the club, an opportunity to do some 

Christmas shopping. 

Elizabeth Vaughan, Yellow Rose, Genus—Golden Lady. In Memoriam to Lib Vaughan, a lady, 

an articulate and intelligent board member, a beloved advisor to the Questers and the Evening 

Department. She was a meticulous recording secretary. We will miss and remember her.  

“Autumn.” Poem by Lillian Watson Applegate [1896-1981].   

 

Dollar PLUS and Shoppe, 19        [Fundraising] 

Dollar PLUS was first launched in 1971 and netted $1,300. Expenses for the club continue to rise. 

Members are aware of their having a beautiful clubhouse. In March 1974, the Board voted to 

resume Dollar PLUS to increase their income. This time, they will not start with giving out dollar 

bills. Some club members are already planning ways to make their dollars grow—luncheons, teas, 

cocktail hours, baking, and selling plants. The project lasts a year. 
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Dollar PLUS Shoppe, 19 

Twice a month, an opportunity will be given to sell products in the front hall of the club—a 

profitable way of sharing members’ talents.      [Fundraising] 

 

October Programs, 20, 21 

Rosalie Sutherland, who gave her debut recital at Town Hall in New York in 1970, will play 

“Liszt—Early and Late”                                        [Music] 

 

Jeffrey St. John [1930-1997], “The National Outlook,” includes in his resume jobs as a syndicated 

Copley News Service and a Spectrum Commentator with CBS NEWS.         [Current Events] 

 

Dr. Charles Leavitt, “A New York Theatre Sampler,” did his Ph. D with America’s greatest 

Hawthorne scholar, Professor Harry Hayden Clark.                       [Theatre] 

 

Tentative Program Schedule, 1974-1975, 23, 24 

 

“80th Annual Convention, 1974,” 27       [Community] 

Gertrude Hodkinson, Federation Secretary, reports on several speakers: Dr. Margery Somers 

Foster [1914-2007], Dean of Douglass College, on “Douglass’s Role on the Education of Women” 

and Aaron Beck, CPA, who asks, “Does Inflation Matter?” 

 

“The Traveling Kats,” 29                 [Travel] 

Baba Kimber points out that dozens of members have been or are currently traveling. Here are a 

few examples from her list: Helen Goodfellow and Eleanor Graff to England; Madge S. Hamlin 

also to England; Marjory Haselton to Alaska; Jane and Ed Eberle to Switzerland; and Gladys Hill 

to Russia. 

 

Evening Department, 30                   [Bridge between Questers and Seniors] 

Photo: Eunice Hirsch, Chair  

Opening Dinner. Charles H. Hollenbeck [1897-1988], slide series, “Circumnavigations in South 

America.” 

Crafts Program. June Meier of the Cricket Cage in Denville will conduct a class on the basics of 

making Christmas decorations. 

 

The Questers, 33              [Questers] 

Photo: Audrey Deblak, Chair 

 

Membership, 35, 36, 37 

The number of members is approximately 260, which includes Business, Evening Department, 

Questers, Charter, Honorary, and Life members.  

 

Associate Members, 37 

The number is 29 members. 
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Volume 44, Number 2     Quest     November 1974 

 

 

The Evening Department bids you to its Annual Card Party, the proceeds of which are for the 

benefit of the Montclair Ambulance Unit, 4                 [Fundraising] 

 

Calendar for November, 5 

 

Turn-out Sale, Ways and Means Annual Feature, 7                [Fundraising] 

 

Club Notes, 8, 9         [Community] 

Art Exhibit. Paintings by members of the Art Department, co-chaired by Gladys Clegg and 

Kathleen Allenby. 

Book Review. Rita Hand Hogan will review [D. Elton] Trueblood’s Abraham Lincoln, Theologian 

of American Anguish. 

The Suburban Residence Home. This mobile guest home is under the personal supervision of Lita 

Marcus, who, since 1956, has given fine care at a skilled nursing home. Now, she provides housing 

for senior ladies and gentlemen.   

 

Julia Schleicher—Artist,                                   [Art]  

[Elsie] Julia [Miller] Schleicher [1916-1988], a portrait painter of international renown, was born 

in Canada. Her portraits, flower painting, still life, and landscapes are in many private and public 

collections. She is active on many artistic fronts and had had many one-man shows. She is a 

frequent award-winner. She gave a portrait demonstration before a capacity audience at the 

National Academy Galleries in New York in May 1974. 

 

November Programs, 12, 13 

“Telephone Emergency.”  The world is in a state of alarm. This program will address general 

worldwide tension and will outline the whole spectrum of human needs.                       [Religion] 

 

Cynthia Sherman will provide a “Background of Astrology.”           [Science] 

     

Brien Merriman, “The Homes, Gardens, and People of South Africa,” including Rhodesia [in 

1965, it became the Republic of Zimbabwe]. He won the “Travel Oscar” awarded by the American 

Society of Travel Agents for the most creative tours in Africa.              [Travel] 

Photo: Brien Merriman 

 

Seventh District Chairmen 1974-1975, 16       Community] 

 

1974-1975 Calendar, Important information of the Seventh District, 17 
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“Africa,” 18, 19, 20                 [Travel] 

Dr. Orpha Maust Lutz is amazed at the progress and change that have come about between 1970-

1974 in the world’s second largest continent. Changes between 1970 and 1974. For example, in 

1970, Salisbury, the capital of Rhodesia, was in a depression; now it is bursting and energetic. 

Victoria Falls has two new hotels. In Egypt, the Son et Lumière has been installed. In the Republic 

of South Africa, The Blue Train connecting Pretoria and Cape Town is second to none in Europe.  

Hotels and Food. Tour managers are very good. The Ivory Hotels is one of the most elegant in the 

world.  Treetops in Kenya overlooks a waterhole where elephants, baboons, rhino, and other 

animals come at dusk. Guests in Private Homes. One such place is a 6,000-acre ranch in the Great 

Rift Valley near Nairobi; another is a private home owned by the Ford Foundation in Accra, Ghana, 

where tourists can stay. Education. In many places, universities are not only for whites but also for 

blacks—The university of Ghana and of the Ivory Coast. Markets. Many craft shops are in Nairobi, 

Addis Ababa, Dar es Salaam, Lagos, and elsewhere. (This article was submitted by one of our 

advertisers. Others may appear from time to time who have expressed an interest in contributing 

to the magazine. The author in this case is a Travel Consultant to the Montclair Travel Bureau, 

Inc.) 

 

“Prayer for Tourists,” 21               [Humor] 

The first of these humorous prayers wishes that tourists succeed with problems like souvenirs, 

hotels, a working telephone, inexpensive restaurants, and suitable tipping. 

 

“Prayer for Husbands,” 21 

. . . that they can keep their wives from shopping tours. 

 

“Together,” 21 

. . . that they can find someone to look at t their home movies. 

 

“Jazz Fashions,” 23                [Fashion] 

Dorothy Thomas, in a reprint from “Antique News,” reports that when Mia Farrow played Daisy 

in The Great Gatsby, Hollywood fashions returned to the 1920s. Unfortunately, cheap copies were 

mass produced. Not many of these dresses are still around, but an interest exists in collecting them 

as period pieces to wear at parties. 

 

“On the Return of a Book Lent to a Friend,” Back Cover       [Literature] 

Christopher Morley [1890-1957], Ex-Libris 
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Volume 44, Number 3     Quest     Dec. 1974-Jan. 1975 

 

Calendar for December and January, 5 

 

Snowball Bridge Ways and Means Party, 6      [Fundraising] 

 

Greetings from your President, 7             [Message] 

Margaret B. Kimber asks that the joys of the Christmas season remain with each of the members 

throughout the New Year. She adds a poem, “Year After Year,” by Norman Vincent Peale [1898-

1993]. 

 

Club Notes, 8, 9                     [Community] 

Art Exhibit. Sally Arning is a versatile artist at ease in oils, acrylics, pastels, pencil, and charcoal. 

She designed the insignia for the Community Nursing Service and has received many honors. 

 

Dollar PLUS Shoppe, 10        [Fundraising] 

The author asks how the dollars are flowing and suggests new projects for the bi-monthly sale at 

the club—fresh bayberry branches, purse-tissue cases, garden tomatoes, or entertaining at home 

while the house is Christmas-decorated.  

 

Theatre Party, 11                [Theatre] 

“The Flowering Peach,” by Clifford Odets, will be shown at The Whole Theatre, Co., Montclair, 

New Jersey’s Resident Professional Company. 

 

Do You Know? 12         [Community] 

Marian Hotaling wants to explain that, at each business meeting, certain members sit at a table in 

the back of the room and record certain items—the weather, how many attended, guests, who 

brought them, and comments on the program. These same people collect Green Stamps for the 

spring sale. 

 

December Programs, 14, 15 

Mrs. Raymond Russ Stoltz, in “Prelude to Christmas,” presents slides showing, among other 

topics, Christmas decorations in New York; a flower show; the religious art of the Cloisters; the 

lighted decorations at Rockefeller Center; home decorations; and outdoor creches. She is the 

author of three books.                   [Interior Decoration] 

 

Janet Weisiger and her children in “Stars of Christmas.” A well-known metro soprano, she will 

take her audience around the world. She lives in Wycoff New Jersey, which is why her children 

can accompany her in her act.                  [Music] 

Photo: Janet Weisiger 

 

Photo of art work: Christmas Legend: Nativity Scene, Santa Claus, and Mistletoe 

“Christmas Old Style,” Lillian Watson Applegate [1896-1981].            [Poetry] 
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January Programs, 16, 17, 18 

Professor James P. [Patrick] Shenton [1925-2003] will discuss the question of his title, “Detente: 

What Does It Mean?” He received the Mark Van Doren Award [for teaching] from Columbia 

University. He has participated in TV lectures and published four books.               [World Peace]  

 

Alfred Finelli, “Growing Plants in Our Home,” owns a shop called “Greens n’ Things.” He will 

explain all the “hows” and provide inspiration for indoor gardening.                [Gardening]  

 

Two films on “The Changing American Scene” will be shown: one is “About a Century.” From 

farming to electronics; the other is “Holmes-Hendrickson House,” showing daily rural life in New 

Jersey during the first half of the 18th Century. {The museum is located in Holmdel Township, 

Monmouth County, built in 1754.]  

 

“New Year Player,” Edgar Daniel Kramer {1887-1966]             [Poetry] 

 

Frances Wyatt, a lyric soprano, and her son, John, a clarinetist, in “A Musical Interlude.” She is a 

famous artist; he is studying at the Manhattan School of Music. 

 

Evening Department, 19, 20         [Bridge between Questers and Seniors] 

“Deck the Halls with Bows of Holly,” reproduced on the page and accompanied [in the 

imagination] by Eleanor Smith at the piano. 

 

“Food for Thought?” 

A list of 40 thoughts flows from “The greatest sin . . . Fear” to “The greatest thing, bar none in all 

the world . . . Love.”                [Writing] 

 

A Christmas Story New Guinea,” 22       [Short Story] 

Marion Higgins, EMD [Evening Membership Department], Questers representative, was stationed 

at The Bay of Gold, named by Spanish explorers. The hot weather was not what those of us from 

colder climates expected to kindle the Christmas spirit, but it was there in the 200,000 men and 

several hundreds of Army nurses, Red Cross girls, and WACs in mid-November 1944. When we 

saw our schedules, we noticed a Midnight Mass in the outdoor theatre—a natural amphitheater. 

We decided with the help of the ministers to bring together a choir of young men and women. The 

Army hymnal contained “Mass of the Angels,” a simple and beautiful Gregorian Chant. We 

formed a nonsectarian choir of 40 voices. Our star volunteer was a young second lieutenant from 

the Harvard Glee Club. He offered to raring the choir in a four-part a capella. With the help of our 

Signal Corps boys, the music reached thousands of troops that night. We were 10,000 miles away 

from home, and it was Christmas. (About the author: Dr. Marion Higgins was with the American 

Red Cross—Overseas Welfare in World War II. She directed the field office in the New Guinea  

Detention and Rehabilitation Center at Oro Bay, which held the stockade for American soldiers 

under General Court Martial.) 
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“Christmas,” 24, 25                 [History] 

Dr. Julian D. Tebo believes that Christmas is the “most joyous feast” for Christians, but it was not 

always celebrated as it is now; even the date of the 25th was not accepted by all. Several events 

occurred to make it logical. At certain points, wild celebrations were customary, as in Merrie Old 

England. With the rise of Puritanism in the 16th Century, the very existence of Christmas was 

threatened; they looked upon it as pagan. Holiday gaiety continued in England until 1642. It came 

to America in 1621. The Moravians, for example, brought with them their usual customs; thus, in 

America, is a variety of Christmas observances. The U.S. is said to be in the unique position of 

being exposed to the customs of all countries and ethnic groups. 

 

“The Numbers Game,” 26                [Humor] 

Lillian Watson Applegate’s new telephone book was not delivered to her apartment. She 

telephoned repeatedly and was told, repeatedly, that she had the wrong number. She finally makes 

a fuss. The person finally promises a delivery. She is still waiting—but not patiently. 
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Volume 44, Number 4     Quest     February 1975 

 

Photo inside front cover: Abraham Lincoln, sitting on a bench next to his hat.  

“Abraham Lincoln Walks at Midnight,” Vachel Lindsay            [Poetry] 

 

Calendar for February, 5 

 

Valentine Bridge—Dessert Bridge, 7       [Fundraising] 

 

Club Notes, 8, 9         [Community] 

Art Exhibit. [Mr.] Helge Peterson, watercolorist, exhibits at the club. 

Social Service. The most recent task was making 167 memo pads, which go to the Veteran’s 

Hospital though the Red Cross, and 95 candy-filled Favors, which are for the Children’s Shelter. 

Christmas Dolls. Members made clothes for ten beautiful dolls for the Salvation Army. 

Trading Stamps. Many provided these items for the Spring Benefit Bridge Party. 

 

February Programs, 10, 11 

Senator James H. Wallwork, “Taxes, The Mystery Extravaganza of 1975.” A native of Montclair, 

he is a Senator [Republican] in the New Jersey Legislature from Essex County.              [Voting] 

 

Mrs. Frederic Griswold, Jr., “Previews of 1975.” A member of DAR, she received the Freedom 

Foundation Certificate of Honor in 1973 for her article, “The Search for Peace."   [World Peace]      

 

Harold [G.] Schoenthal [1901-2004], “Watercolor Landscapes”       [Art]    

 

Evening Department, 12, 13                     [Bridge between Questers and Seniors]    

Social Service Project Van Dyk Manor. Members escort patients at the Van Dyk Manor to church 

every Sunday afternoon, a gesture that means a great deal to the patrons. 

Campbell Soup Labels. Collected for future use. 

 

The Questers, 14, 15               [Questers]        

Daphne Margotes, Questers Program, describes the two-month course on Defensive Driving, 

offered by the Montclair Police Department. 

 

“A Letter,” 16                [Opinion]  

Lillian Watson Applegate [1896-1981] quotes from a letter from her son, Stan, to his sister on her 

21st birthday while he was stationed at Mob. 8 [Naval Mobile Hospital # 8] in Guadalcanal during 

WW II. He recalls two years ago, when he became 21 and was ready to undo the “apron strings.” 

Thinking about that stage now, he realizes that the apron strings are gently tied and with love. His 

mother says, “Dad and I always tell you where we will be, in case you need us. We may need you.” 

He sees how fair this statement is. Many moments, in this lonely place, he wishes he could feel 

those apron strings around him. 
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“The Social Heritage of Tea,” 17               [History] 

Louie A. Dudley reports that tea was discovered around 1000 A. D. in China, Japan, and Tibet. In 

the 17 Century, the Dutch East India Company brought tea to Holland. By the mid-1600s in 

England, tea was served in coffee houses and introduced to the English by Katherine of Braganza, 

the Portuguese wife of Charles II. Origins of the custom of service afternoon tea are various. In 

America, the Dutch brought tea to New Amsterdam in the mid-1600s. The British governors 

served it in the American colonies. The tax on tea angered the colonists and led to the Revolution. 

“Going out for tea” was a popular diversion as the 20th Century advanced. Today, it means a warm 

and friendly hour with time to chat and exchange ideas.  

 

“A Visit with Gerri,” 19              [Message] 

Susan R. Stuart visits her son every year in Edina, Minnesota; on the same trip, she gets in touch 

with Gerri Idsvoog, who lives in Saint Paul and is still a member of the Montclair Women’s Club. 

As a contrast in fees, her new club charges an initiation fee of $50 and yearly dues of $150, plus a 

requirement to buy at least $50 worth of meals each year. 

 

“Grammar in a Nutshell,” Anon, 21              [Writing] 

This poem describes the nine sparts of speech in couplets. 

 

“Coffee Pots,” Antiques and Auction News, 19,                         [Hobby]  

The coffee pot cane into fashion in Europe in about 1650. The early ones were made of silver in a 

cylindrical shape. The article describes the variety of styles that appeared, including the coffee urn, 

which was usually of Sheffield plate. 

 

“The Cherry Tree Story,” 23                [History] 

George Washington’s father had him memorize the Ten Commandments, making sure that he 

understood that a Washington does not steal or cheat. When he was seven, his father said he could 

ride into town with him if he finished his chores in time. When he missed the chance, he angrily 

cut down a cherry tree, which his father had recently planted. He confesses to his father, who warns 

him about his temper, “licks” him hard, and says, “I hope you will never forget this incident.” 

(from The Making of George Washington by William H. [Henry] Wilbur [1888-1979]) 

 

Inside back cover: “An Indian Prayer” by Sioux Indian children, South Dakota. Contributed by 

Eunice Hirsch, Chair, Evening Membership Department (EMD)          [Religion]  
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Volume 44, Number 5     Quest     March 1975 

 

Calendar for March, 5 

 

Benefit for Boy Scouts of America, Special Equipment for Camp Glen Gray [Mahwah, N. J.], 6 

           [Fundraising] 

 

Antiques Show at the clubhouse, Auspices of Ways and Means, 7   [Fundraising] 

 

Club Notes, 8, 9         [Community] 

We Welcome: Twelve new members and their biographies are described. 

Do You Remember? Dollar PLUS Shoppe bi-monthly meetings at the clubhouse to sell your 

products is a way to make the dollars grow. 

 

March Programs, 10, 11, 12 

Harold [G.] Schoenthal [1901-2004] will discuss “Watercolor Landscapes.” He is also 

accomplished in design and is a member of the American Institute of Interior Design. He recently 

exhibited his work at a show at the Fairleigh Dickinson University in Madison with 90 New Jersey 

Artists.                                    [Arts] 

 

The Antiques Show is a special feature held at the club every March. The showers are 20 selected 

dealers; the profits come from admission fees to the display and from the Snack Bar.[Fundraising] 

 

Dr. Lee Hastings Bristol, Jr. [1923-1979], whose topic is “For the Life of Me,” is a lay preacher 

of the Episcopal Church and at one time a President of Westminster Choir College at Princeton. 

He serves on many boards, including the New York Philharmonic, the author of several books, 

and the composer of hymns.                    [Religion] 

 

Come to the Attic Sale, Evening Membership Department, 13   [Fundraising] 

 

Evening Department, 14, 15                                           [Bridge between Questers and Seniors] 

The party for Overbrook Hospital patients is an annual tradition at the club and provides an 

unforgettable evening for the women guests. 

 

The Questers, 17              [Questers] 

Women Drivers Take Notice! is a program sponsored by the Montclair Police Department that 

provides a successful educational experience. 

 

“Ireland’s Famous Glass Wakeford Crystal,” 18, 19             [Hobby] 

Beryl Frank [1927-2019], reprinted from “Antique News,” December 13, 1974, reports that this 

product is special and dates back to 1783, when the company was founded in Ireland by George 

and William Penrose. Their period continued until 1799. The Wakeford Chrystal was and is 

completely handblown. The same raw material—silica, red lead, and potash—is still used. At the 
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modern factory, you can see the craftsmen using the same 18th Century tools. The collector knows 

the make of the glass, which is much more than an antique. Many of the precious early pieces have 

been donated to museums. 

 

The Buyer’s Guide now appears on the back inside cover of the magazine. 
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Volume 44, Number 6     Quest     April 1975 

 

 

“Happy Birthday to our Women’s Club,” Helen Peck Young (1954)          [Poetry] 

Her last two lines are, “This club desires to help and serve, / As years and years take flight.” 

 

Calendar for April, 5 

 

Our Bicentennial Benefit Bridge, Proceeds for Handi-Crafters, Inc., 7                     [Fundraising] 

 

Club Notes, 8, 9, 11, 13        [Community] 

Welcome to Membership. Biographies of nine new members. 

Make Membership Meaningful. Marian Hotaling and Jan Munson, Co-chairs of Membership, 

remind the members of how fortunate they are to belong to the club and urge them to work and 

share together. 

Dollar PLUS Deadline. “The Day of Beckoning” is at hand—the day the fruits of our Dollar Plus 

drive are to be harvested. 

Book Review. Natalie K. Fitch [Editor of Quest] will review Cleveland Amory’s Man Kind? 

Sale for the Blind. The New Jersey State Commission for the Blind will display at the club a variety 

of wares made by the blind. 

Art Exhibit. Rachel [A.] Farrington (1915-1990] is one of the finest watercolor artists in this area. 

She has exhibited and received awards at juried shows in New York and New Jersey. She is the 

former president of the Essex Watercolor Club.  

“April.” Lillian Watson Applegate [1896-1981] recently heard a preacher speaking about the need 

for a revival in faith and love in which he quoted Oscar Hammerstein, “A bell is not a bell until 

you ring it” and urges them to give the world love. 

 

April Programs, 14, 15                                                                                                                                                                          

Dr. Lee Hastings Bristol, Jr., “For the Life of Me” (described in March 1975 Quest)     [Religion] 

Photo: Dr. Lee Hastings Bristol, Jr. [1923-1979] 

 

Fred Bauer, “The Magic of Enthusiasm,” is experienced in the communications field. Some of his 

book titles are How Many Hills to Hillsborough, The Man and His Word, and Putting It All 

Together. He is a partner in the New York Editors and Artists Group.     [TV] 

 

John Stothoff Badeau [1903-1995], “The Middle East Crisis,” was appointed in 1936 professor at 

the American University in Cairo. In 1953, he returned to the U.S. to become President of the Near 

East. Foundation. He spent his childhood at a farm near Middlebush [Franklin Township in 

Somerset County].            [                                              International] 

 

The Art Department Presents a Program Featuring Club Artists, 16                          [Arts] 

Kathleen K. Allenby will talk briefly about her artistic background, social techniques, shows, 

awards, and other honors. 
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“The Beginning—USA,” 20, 21, 23                   [History] 

Dr. Julian D. Tebo reports that next year, in 1976, the U.S. will celebrate its 200th anniversary. The 

actual existence as a nation stems from June 21, 1788. During the Revolution, the need for 

cooperation of the 13 colonies was imperative through John Dickinson’s Articles of Confederation. 

Chaos followed—anarchy, destruction, financial issues—with Shay’s Rebellion symbolizing the 

problems of the era. Adams, Hamilton, and Jefferson called for a revision of the Articles of 

Confederation. The Philadelphia Convention of 1787 took place, with Washington in charge. They 

could choose one of four courses to be considered: independent sovereignty of all the states; 

division of states into “free” and “slave”; a true federation; a nation with a federal structure and 

states’ rights. They chose the fourth. The delegates were all surprisingly young. On September 17, 

1787, the Constitution was signed and unanimously passed. The battle over the ratification lasted 

more than a year. It became an independent nation—a sovereign union of sovereign states—

thought at the time to be impossible. 

 

Save Land and Trees, Save Taxes, and Conserve Energy, 24        [Nature] 

The Montclair Newspaper Recycling program started collecting used newspapers on April 1. The 

Recycling Center will collect glass bottles, magazines, aluminum, and newspapers, too. The 

town urges everyone to participate.   
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Volume 44, Number 7     Quest     May 1975 

 

Calendar for May, 5 

 

President’s Message, 7             [Message] 

Margaret B. Kimber thanks the members for their diligent work. For those who have not been 

active, she assures them that it can be fun and inspiring, better than being on the receiving end 

only. “Time and conscientious endeavor are necessary to perpetuate the best!” 

 

Club News, 8, 9         [Community] 

A Tribute. To Elisabeth Wright from Mildred J. McDermott, former editor of Quest, who 

celebrates her loyalty as a worker on the magazine, willing and eager to assist in any endeavor. 

Thank You. From Marie A. Locke and Martha J. Goddard, Ways and Means, for the hard work on 

the fundraising projects. 

Annual Convention. The Federation annual meeting will take place as usual in Atlantic City and 

is well worth attending. 

In Memory of Elizabeth Vaughn. Hortense G. Felt and Jane Eberle honor her memory with the 

gift to the club of 14 dozen of a new dessert service of footed sherbet dishes. 

Crane House Costumes. Docents will wear period costumes at the opening of its Bicentennial 

celebration. 

 

May Programs, 10, 11 

The Art Department Presents Teena McConnell, a solo dancer with the NYC Ballet. She is the 

author of Ballet as Body Language              [Theatre] 

 

Doris Cederberg, on “All about China,” [not the country] is sponsored by Wiss Jewelers, the oldest 

jewelry firm in Montclair.                                                    

[Hobby] 

 

Cleveland Amory will speak on his book, Man Kind?, in which he describes man’s treatment of 

wild life and his best friend, the domesticated animal.                                                  [Literature] 

 

“May,” Julie Schleicher,” and “Spring,” Rita Hand Hogan, 11             [Poetry] 

 

Contributions 1974-75, 13                 [Social Justice] 

The list sums up the money donated under the following categories with an example from each: 

Federation Projects; Montclair Projects; Evening Department; and Social Service. 

 

Meet Your Editor, 13               [Message] 

Marian S. Hotaling introduces Natalie K. Fitch, the new Editor of Quest. She has lived in her turn-

of-the-century- home since she was five and attended local schools. She holds a Ph. D in Chemistry 

from Columbia and has taught in several universities until her retirement. She is a member of a 

number of associations and societies, and a member of the club for three years. She took over the 
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Quest editorship and has met all problems and deadlines with a smile. She is charming and 

delightful to work with and her sense of humor and warmth are evident on the pages of the 

magazine. The club thanks her for sharing her talents, time, and devotion. 

 

Winner of Scholarship, 14                      [Education] 

Photo: Laura Vacullo 

Laura Vacullo is the fourth winner of the Montclair Women’s Club Scholarship for a High School 

girl entering the business field. In her letter of thanks, she writes how grateful she is for the surprise 

and honor of winning the scholarship. At Berkeley School, she is taking the basic shorthand course 

with other courses, such as Business Organization and Management, Modern Social Science, 

Secretarial Procedures, Accounting, and Speech. Her elective is Air Transportation. She has been 

on the President’s List for the past two quarters. If she continues her education, she will learn to 

be a bi-lingual secretary, using her four years of high-school Spanish.  

 

The Questers, 16, 17              [Questers] 

The Spring Garage Sale. 

 

Evening Department, 18, 19                   [Bridge between Questers and Seniors] 

The club’s Welfare services reached Overbrook Hospital, Nursing Homes, the Veterans Hospital, 

and Hope Ranch for Boys.  

 

Notes from HSUS, 20                  [Voting] 

The Humane Society of the U.S., taken from “The HSUS News,” Winter 1975, reports on several 

actions it has undertaken to protect animals from cruel treatment. Because of cruelty to birds in 

the film, “Jonathan Livingston Seagull,” the HSUS has conducted an investigation into the movie 

industry. The film’s producer insists he was equally vigilant about the birds’ welfare. HSUS 

concluded from its investigation that birds suffered injuries and made the issue a major priority. 

In an example of one result, New Jersey Senator Harrison Williams will make dog fights a federal 

offense in the new Congress. [Harrison Arlington “Pete” Williams, Jr., [1919-2001], the 

Democratic senator from New Jersey, used his considerable power to further the interests of labor 

and education before being convicted of bribery and conspiracy in the Abscam scandal.] 
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Volume 45, Number 1     Quest     October 1975 

 

Calendar for October, 3 

 

President’s Message, 5             [Message] 

Margaret B. Kimber discusses some of the social welfare successes of the previous year. She points 

out that the club work, like “Mother’s Work,” is never done! Essentially, we need everyone’s help 

to carry it out. “Please become involved now!” 

 

Club Notes, 6, 7, 8         [Community] 

The New Look. The staff and board have decided to change the arrangement of the magazine being 

funded by the loyal advertisers. It has grown, over the years, into an excessively expensive 

publication. In the new format, advertisers will have the opportunity to appear for a smaller fee. 

Photos, poetry, and special articles will be omitted. There will be only five issues this year. 

Hortense G. Felt Receives Federation Award. Her colleagues salute her many talents. 

Our New Bicentennial Project. The club contributed Betsy Ross flags to all the seniors at Montclair 

High School marching in the parade. 

Social Service. The group meets once a month to handmake items for two nursing homes, the Red 

Cross, and the Salvation Army. 

Art Exhibit. Valerie Jesraly Selligsohn [1942-2012] at clubhouse. 

Annual State Convention.  

Turn-Over Sale, Ways and Means Project.  

“Americana” Card Party and Fashion Show, Evening Department. 

 

Tentative Program Schedule, 1975-1976, 9 

 

October Programs, 11 

Frances Wyatt, a nationally known lyric soprano, also made TV and radio appearances. [Music]                                                                   

 

Jeffrey St. John [1930-1997], “The True Spirit,” discusses the Revolutionary War and wonders 

what is the philosophy that should guide our country today.           [History]  

 

“Where Ideas Grow,” a film showing the Bicentennial History of New Jersey        [History]  

 

“Music at Williamsburg,” slides                 [Music] 

 

Exhibit of China other than English with club collectors            [Hobby] 

 

Evening Department, 12                  [Bridge between Questers and Seniors] 

Opening Dinner. Sherrie Randolph, “Friends of Music,” County folk style  

The Convention for the Evening Membership Department was successful and many ideas 

exchanged. The organization produces a magazine, “Eventide.” 
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List of names of Presidents from 1915-1975, 13 

 

The Questers, 13              [Questers] 

The Federation Bicentennial Celebration Trip—For all club members. They will travel to Liberty 

Village in Flemington [Hunterdon County], which is an historical recreation of life in the 18th 

Century.  

 

Membership List 1975-1976, 14, 15, 16 

Approximately 240     

 

Associate Members, 23 
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Volume 45, Number 2     Quest     Nov. 1975-Dec. 1975 

 

Calendar for November and December, 1 

 

Greetings from your President, 3            [Message] 

Margaret B. Kimber assures members that “There are still many pleasant things taking place 

around us every day if only we take the time to notice.” 

 

Club Notes, 5          [Community] 

Book Review. Mrs. G. Edgar Dean will review A Self-Portrait by Kenneth Clark. 

Sale for the Blind. Handmade articles, exhibiting skill, dexterity, and courage, sold at the club 

under the auspices of the New Jersey State Distributor for Blind-made products. 

Art Exhibits. Two eminent artists—November: Edith Sheeleigh; December: Janet MacPherson, 

both teachers as well as exhibitors 

 

November Programs, 6 

“Music of Williamsburg,” a film that recreates the musical life of early Colonia days.           [Movie] 

 

Members exhibit china from countries other than England                         [Hobby] 

 

“The Star-Spangled Banner” is a film tells the historic origin of the national anthem.          [Movie] 

 

On President’s Day. the club is host to the 27 clubs in the Seventh District. The musical program 

is called, “Marge makes Music through the Years,” with Marjory Hague [1924-2016], soprano, 

who will sing memorable selections, and her accompanist, Winnifred Jones.            

[Music] 

 

December Programs, 7 

The Reverend Larry G. Suntken, of the Heights Reformed Church, Upper Montclair, will sketch, 

in “The Madonna in History and Art,” the history of her depiction in art.         [Religion] 

 

Robert [Wayne] Barlow [1912-1996], a harp virtuoso, in “A Modern Troubadour.” He has a 

doctorate from Julliard and made his debut in Carnegie Recital Hall in 1970.           [Music] 

 

An Invitation—Christmas Party with the Mastersingers of Montclair Kimberley Academy 

 

Evening Department, 8                        [Bridge between Questers and Seniors] 

Breadmaking, Elizabeth H. Douglas 

 

The Questers, 9               [Questers] 

Home canning with the Home Economist of Rutger’s Extension Service 
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Volume 45, Number 3     Quest     Jan. 1976-Feb. 1976 

 

Calendar for January and February, 1 

 

Annual Snowball Bridge, Ways and Means, 3                [Fundraising] 

“A benefit for the operating expenses of your club.” 

 

Valentine Bridge, Auspices of the Hospitality Committee, 4 

 

Important Recycling News, 4                           [Nature] 

The program has been increasing, but it needs more newspapers to make it a success. Do not mix 

them with other kinds of paper. Leave them at the curb the night before collection. “Please do your 

share.” 

 

Club Notes, 5                     [Community] 

Theatre Party, “You Can’t Take It with You,” The Whole Theatre Company. 

Book Review. January: Rita Hand Hogan will review Between Myth and Morning by Elizabeth 

Janeway; February: Mrs. Warren Walter will review My Life by Golda Meir. 

Creative Writing Day. Seventh District of the Federation of women’s Clubs will hold a day-long 

creative writing session. 

 

January Programs, 6 

James P. [Patrick] Shenton [1925-2003], “The Bicentennial, 200 Years After—A Comment on 

the Bill of Rights,” has long been a professor at Columbia, participated in TV lectures on “The 

Rise of the American Nation,” and written four books.                    [History] 

 

Dr. Charles Leavitt, “Women Who Have Influenced the World,” will discuss the importance of 

women in all facets of modern life—economic, professional, political, and social—from 1500 B. 

C. to the 20th Century, and span the globe.                     [Women’s Rights] 

 

Eleanor Statmore, Julliard-trained music teacher, “Music with Eleanor Statmore,”         [Music] 

 

February Programs, 7 

Narcissa Titman, director and lecturer, “The Play’s Still the Thing,” has been involved in theatre 

all her life, acting, teaching, lecturing.                 [Theatre] 

 

Clarissa Anthony, soprano, and Stephen Hart, clarinetist, “A Musical.”  She is a New Jersey 

“Young Actress” in both voice and oratorio in the National Federation of Music Clubs’ 

competition. He is the 1975 winner of the Young Artists Competition at the YM-YWHA of 

Metropolitans, New York.                         [Music] 

 

Jessica Allen and Ernie Schenk, “Dramatic Sketch”            [Theatre] 
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Art Exhibits, 8             [Art] 

January: Charlotte Palmer is a member of the West Essex Art Association and has exhibited in 

many clubs and libraries in this area. 

February: Jean [Georges] Beaumont is a sculptress whose pieces appear in states such as 

California, Ohio, and New York. 

 

Evening Department, 9         [Bridge between Questers and Seniors] 

Crafts Workshop 

Welfare Meeting 

  



 

 

21 

Volume 45, Number 4     Quest     Mar. 1976-Apr. 1976 

 

 

Calendar for March and April, 3 

 

Club Notes, 4          [Community] 

Art Exhibits. March: Genevieve Reck, portraitures in pastels; April: Martha Phipps Giles, oils. 

Hahnes Day. Celebrating New Jersey Federation Club Day at the department store. 

Benefit Buffet Supper. To benefit the Montclair Volunteer Ambulance Unit 

 

March Programs, 6, 8 

Arden D. [Davis] Melick [1940-2021], author of The Wives of Presidents, speaks on “First 

Ladies—Then and Now.” Familiar with the White House scene, she is also the author of Dolly 

Madison, First Lady, and A Taste of White House cooking [juvenile nonfiction].        [Literature] 

 

“The Story of a Patriot,” a film about John Fry in Williamsburg, presents the principal figure, who 

is a composite of a typical planter burger who mirrors the effect of the growing rift with the mother 

country.                                     [History                      

 

The Antiques Show is the eighth annual such event, featuring treasures such as Oriental art pieces, 

Aurene, Gallé Glass, Indian Zuni jewelry, porcelains, and Eskimo ivory and sandstone carvings. 

                     [Fundraising] 

   

Our Bicentennial ’76 Benefit Bridge, Proceeds for Handi-Crafters, Inc.  [Fundraising]  

 

Sale for the Blind of their own handmade articles.            [Social Welfare] 

 

April Programs. 8. 9 

Norme Krajczar and Banna, her dog, in “Two Worlds of Sight,” She is a field representative for 

The Seeing Eye, Inc. She received her first seeing-eye dog, Patty, in 1953. She and Patty spent a 

summer in Germany with the Experiment for International Living.            [Health] 

 

Kathleen Huber and Jerome Martin [Schwartz]‘s “Love à la Carte” is a dramatic presentation of 

seven scenes from famous plays that portray the theme of Romantic Love. Among those selected 

are by Shakespeare, Rostand, Wilde, and Gilbert & Sullivan. She is an actress and director; he is 

an actor and nightclub singer.                    [Theatre] 

 

Attic and Crafts Sales, 11        [Fundraising] 

“Good-as-new” clothing, sponsored by the Evening Department. 

 

Evening Department, 12, 13                    [Bridge between Questers and Seniors] 

An entertainment for Overbrook Hospital women patients, with bingo and refreshments. 
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All Club Members Take Notice, 13         [Art] 

A Creative Arts and Music Festival will be sponsored by the Seventh District of the Federation. 

This event provides an opportunity to display works of art that might qualify to be entered in the 

State Convention competition in Atlantic City,  

 

Your Guide to Merchants and Services of Merit, 14, 15, 16, 17             [Advertising] 

“Mention the Montclair Women’s Club When You Shop.” 

[This list at the back of Quest takes the place of the ads that filled the magazine for its whole 

history of publication.]  
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Volume 45, Number 5     Quest     May 1976 

 

To Club Members               [Message] 

The Quest Staff wishes members a good summer and thanks them for their support and 

understanding. “There have been problems, hours of pondering, and some delays in publication,” 

but they feel “a measure of pride in the final accomplishment.” 

 

Calendar for May and June, 2 

 

This Is Your Bill for Club Dues 1976-1977 

(To save postage costs for the club.) 

 

Photo: Margaret B. Kimber, 6 

 

President’s Message, 7              [Message] 

Margaret B. Kimber, in her final message, writes: “These past two years have been a very happy 

experience and I have gained more that I have been able to give.” 

 

Club Notes, 8, 9         [Community] 

Creative Arts Award. Four members of the club were honored at the recent 7th District Art Shows: 

Gladys Clegg and Oletta Norman, honors for water colors; EMD Crafts Contest: Eunice Hirsch 

and Ruth Des Jardines. 

Art Exhibit. Club members. 

An Acknowledgement. Valerie Lynn Bright, recipient of the Montclair High School Vocational 

Scholarship, expresses her gratitude to the club. 

 

Lists of Contributions 1975-1976 

Federation Projects and Club Projects 

Social Service Projects through Red Cross, Salvation Army, and Veteran’s Hospital and Nursing 

Homes 

 

Annual Book and Music Sale        [Fundraising] 

Sponsored by the College Women’s Club of Montclair. 

 

Report Montclair Women’s Club President at 7th District Spring Conference, 10   [Community] 

Margaret B. Kimber reviews the club’s accomplishments for the year: program meetings held each 

Friday; several informal book reviews given; Social Service Workgroup met monthly; and two 

successful Benefit Suppers, two Bridge Parties, and two Christmas Parties held. Other highlights 

were the antiques shows, two nursing scholarships, two vocational scholarships, and two monied 

gifts to the Montclair Camp Fund; a present of flags to the Bicentennial; the publication of Quest; 

and three visits of the New Jersey State Commission for the Blind. 
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May Programs, 11 

Teena McConnell, solo dancer with NYC Ballet, “A Glimpse of Ballet?”                      [Theatre]          

 

Eugene A. Field, Director of the Division of Environmental Science, Essex County Park 

Commission, “A Conservation Effort for Essex County,” conservation of natural resources and 

what we are doing and can do.                [Nature] 

 

Program for Afternoon: Montclair State College Harp Quintet. MSC has been designated as a 

center for the fine and performing arts.                           [Music] 

 

Evening Department,          [Bridge between Questers and Seniors] 

Welfare projects added up. 
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Volume 46, Number 1     Quest     October 1976 

 

 

Jack-O-Lantern Party, Ways and Means Dessert Bridge, 3 

 

Club Boards and Departments, 4, 5 

 

Photo: Mrs. F. Roy Hodkinson, 6         

 

President’s Message, 7              [Message]  

Gertrude Hodkinson looks forward with a sense of honor to her new job. She knows that the 

members are aware that some women’s clubs are being terminated for various reasons; they may 

have the privilege of entertaining, as their guests, members from other clubs. She has high hopes. 

As J. [James] F. [Freeman] Clarke [1810-1888] said, “If I cannot do great things, I can do small 

things in a great way.”  

 

Club Notes, 8, 9         [Community] 

Our President. Gertrude Hodkinson, when she had two daughters in Montclair schools, served as 

President of Grove Street PTA, then on a Board at George Innes School, and then as Vice President 

of the Montclair PTA Council. She was a Girl Scout Leader. She is active in her church. She is an 

artist who has exhibited her paintings at the club. She has served as First Vice President and 

Secretary of the Federation. 

Club Members Honored. Mrs. Herbert Soutar, Executive Secretary of Montclair’s Adult Schools, 

was honored for 30 years’ service; Mrs. John Utech has been elected to a three-year term as 

President of the New Jersey-United States Daughters of the War of 1812. 

List of names of Presidents of the Club from 1915 to 1977. 

 

October Programs, 10, 11 

Members of the Montclair Boys’ Chorus, directed by Charles Hunter, are from grades four to nine 

in schools in the greater Montclair area. Chosen by auditions, they meet twice weekly to study 

voice, music appreciation, and sight singing from Bach to Rock.                         [Music]  

 

An Afternoon with Jessica Allen and Ernie Schenk, “Dramatic Art”         [Theatre] 

[The Whole Theatre Company of Montclair]. Jessica Allen [Schenk] is an accomplished dancer; 

Ernie Schenk is an actor and director. They have appeared together in TV commercials. 

 

Samuel G. Blackman, with Associated Press for 39 years, on “The Interpretation of Election 

Returns by the Press.” [As a young reporter, Samuel G. Blackman, 1905-1995, broke the news that 

Charles Lindbergh's baby had been kidnapped.]                           [Voting] 

 

“Montclair Women’s Club and Montclair Schools Share Bicentennial Flag Project," 12, 13   

In the Montclair Schools, the Betsy Ross Flags, given to the students by the club, will fly at the 

schools to remind them of the 1976 Bicentennial observance. The club will show two films at each 
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school: “The Writing of the Star-Spangled Banner” and “The American Flag—the Story of Old 

Glory.” The project was conceived and implemented by club members Hortense G. Felt and Jane 

Eberle.                  [History] 

 

Turn-Over Sale Annual Benefit Ways and Means,13               [Fundraising]  

 

Tentative Program Schedule, 1976-1977, 15            [Message] 

 

Evening Department, 16, 17                     [Bridge between Questers and Seniors] 

Creative Needlepoint with Mrs. Peter Sloan, designer. 

Christmas Preview Card Party and Fashion Show by Karen Zittel. The event will benefit St. 

Barnabas Medical Center. 

 

Membership List, 1976-1977, 18, 1 9, 20 

Approximately 220 members 

 

Associate Members, 20 

22 members 
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Volume 46, Number 2     Quest     Nov. 1976-Dec. 1976 

 

[Note: The custodian’s full name is listed on the staff list each month.] 

 

Calendar for November and December 1976, 1 

 

President’s Message, 3              [Message] 

Gertrude Hodkinson shares a prayer with her readers that ends: “And at Christmas, when the hearts 

of the world swell in joyous celebration, let us cast aside the pretense of sturdy love and live, if 

only for a day, in the hope we knew as children.” 

 

Club Notes, 3, 4                    [Community] 

Sale for the Blind. The New Jersey Commission for the Blind and Visually Impaired will display 

a variety of products at the club—baby garments, knitted garments for all ages, afghans, and many 

household items. 

Literature Department. Rita Hand Hogan [1901-1991] will review Rolling Thunder, by Doug 

Boyd, an Indian medicine man [born John Pope, 1916-1997]. 

Art Department. Paintings by Joyce Wimer, who teaches acrylic painting and collage at the 

Montclair Adult School. She won Best-in-Show at the Bloomfield Art Show in 1975 and the Upper 

Montclair Woman’s Club Art-in-the-Park Show, also in 1975. 

Annual State Convention. Dorothy Burns, Federation Chairman, reviews the highlights, which 

were the Drama and Literature Workshops and the American Home Fashion Show. 

An Explanation. Two staff members at the Montclair Printing Company underwent operations 

leaving the entire production of the magazine to the remaining staff, which resulted in delays. 

 

November Programs, 6 

Samuel G. Blackman [1905-1995], “The Fourth Estate” [See Oct. 1976 Quest]         [Writing] 

 

Mary Paige, “The Woman’s Paige,” is an interviewer of celebrities of stage, screen, and TV, a 

provider of travel notes, and an adviser on beauty and fashion tips. Her husband was Raymond 

Paige, Music Director of Radio City Music Hall.            [Theatre] 

 

Andrew J. Krecicki, an honor graduate of Parson’s School of Design in New York, on “New 

Things in the Market for Interior Design”                [Interior Decoration] 

 

December Programs, 7 

Tom Sandor, on “Bethlehem Star,” left the commercial art field to make a nine-month tour of 163 

cities in Sweden, Norway, and Great Britain to pursue his interest in and study and talk about 

Christ in Art.                 [Religion] 

 

The Madrigal Singers of the Woman’s Club in Upper Montclair, Donna Jeanne Schutz, Conductor, 

will sing Yuletide songs; Eleanor Platt is the accompanist.                          [Music] 
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Jan Taylor, “Doorway to Xmas,” will discuss Christmas decorations. She calls herself the “Flower 

Ambassador,” and owns her own florist shop. She is Chairman of the Church-Flower-Wedding 

Committee in Montclair.                          [Interior Decoration] 

 

Evening Department, 8, 9          [Bridge between Questers and Seniors] 

Corinne Donald, Chair, reports on the Convention at Atlantic City. She was interested in the Social 

Service Area, which concerned treating women alcoholics and drug addicts. Two of the speakers 

are from the New Jersey Drug Abuse Commission. 

 

Guide to Merchants and Services of Merit                 [Advertising]  

Mention the Montclair Women’s Club when you shop.  
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Volume 46, Number 3     Quest    Jan. 1977-Feb. 1977 

 

Calendar for January and February 1977, 1 

 

Snowball Bridge, Ways and Means Party, 3      [Fundraising] 

Old-Fashioned Valentine Bridge 

 

Club Notes, 4, 5         [Community] 

Art Exhibit. Mary Flannery [founder of Raw Art Works, an art program for incarcerated youth]. 

She is a proprietor of Flannery’s Corner, which features artists’ supplies. 

.  

New Jersey Federation’s President’s Report.      [Community] 

Mrs. Harry Wagner, Jr., writes, “The world needs confidence in the future . . . A new tomorrow 

lurks over the horizon for all who live by the faith. If it were not so, few would keep striving to 

make a better tomorrow.” 

 

January Programs, 6, 7 

Charles L. Leavitt, “Three Great Women of the Last 100 Years” (poets Emily Dickinson, Amy 

Lowell, and Edna St. Vincent Millay).         [Literature] 

 

Eleanor Statmore, “Travels in Music,” on Austria, Poland, Rumania, Russia, and Italy.    [Music] 

 

Brigitte Trimmer-Smith, “Programs and Activities of the United Nations Children’s Fund,” by a 

former UNICEF staff member, a nutritionist in India. The organization is concerned with 

improving the health and wellbeing of mothers and children in developing countries.    

                              [International] 

 

February Programs, 7, 8 

Edna Thistle, “The Mediterranean—Old and New.” Her slides will cover Southern Europe, 

Istanbul, The Greek Islands, and Northern Africa, from Tunis to Casablanca.          [Travel] 

 

James P. [Patrick] Shenton [1925-2003], an authority on American history, on “America’s Third 

Century: A Look into the Future”               [History] 

 

The Mastersingers of the Montclair Kimberley Academy, Nixon Bicknall, Director          [Music] 

 

Natalie P. Smith, “Paris in the Spring,” is a travel lecturer, photographer, and researcher. Her 

programs contain slides, music, and commentary.  She was formerly a professor at Seton Hall 

Univeristy.                                       [Travel] 
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Volume 46, Number 4     Quest     Mar. 1977-Apr. 1977 

 

 

Antiques Show at the Clubhouse, auspices of Ways and Means, 5   [Fundraising] 

 

Club Notes, 4, 5         [Community] 

Social Service. In addition to regular work, members of this group are working for the Social 

Service of the State Federation, making “touch and see” pocket number books and sets of matching 

picture cards. They need contributions of magazines. 

 

March Programs, 5 

Natalie P. Smith, “Paris in the Spring” [see previous month].            [Travel] 

 

Jane Wallace, “Crafts for Leisure,” will talk about quilting and patchwork. For the past two years, 

she has been Associate Director of the World Leisure and Recreation Association; before that, in 

such jobs as Fashion Editor of McCall’s Magazine.              [Hobby] 

 

April Programs, 6 

The Trioliers: Grace Thompson, Philip Cartwright, Robert Pagano, “With a Song in Your Heart.” 

Thompson, marimba, studied at the New England Conservatory of Music and the Pittsburg Music 

Institute. Cartwright, bass-baritone, travels in concert and oratorio appearances. Pagano has a 

master’s degree from Manhattan School of Music.               [Music] 

 

Our Sixty-second Birthday Party, with Virginia Doherty. Her talk with colored slides on “The 

Revolutionary Women” includes portraits of famous women like Martha Washington, Abigail 

Adams, Molly Pitcher, and some less well known, like Dorcas Griffiths, John Hancock’s mistress, 

and Catherine Schuyler. Doherty has directed Little Theatre projects and produced work with NBC 

TV.                  [History] 

     

Benefit for Neighborhood Center, Montclair, and Eye Institute of New Jersey, 7 [Fundraising] 

 

Springtime Benefit Dessert Bridge Party Montclair Volunteer Ambulance Unit, 8 [Fundraising] 

The Ambulance Unit is an around-the-clock service. Last year, it had 70 volunteers, made 4,809 

calls, traveled 33,000 miles, and used two large trucks and a smaller one. 

 

Evening Department, 10, 11         [Bridge between Questers and Seniors] 

“Ladies in Moonlight,” a one-act play by Bessie Patterson Gephart, in which historical characters 

come to life. 

Overbrook Party. Bingo games will be featured at the party for women patients from Overbrook 

Hospital.  

Federation events. The first meeting prepares for the EMD Spring Conference and the second is 

the conference itself at The Pines in Edison, New Jersey. 
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Club Art Exhibit. Photos by Dr. Howard D. Marion. Photography is a hobby of Dr. Marion’s, 

which he started in 1940 while in dental school. His greatest influence was a course by Helen 

Manger. He has won awards and “bests” from exhibits and the Photographic Society of America, 

including Best Abstract Photography.    

 

Inside back cover: “Desiderata,” Max Ehrmann, from his Poems, contributed by Gertrude 

Hodkinson. The poem begins, “Go placidly amid the noise and haste, and remember what peace 

there may be in silence. As far as possible without surrender.” The poem ends, “Strive to be 

happy.” 
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Volume 46, Number 5     Quest     May 1977 

 

Calendar for May 1977, 2 

 

This is your bill for Club Dues 1977-1978, 3 

 

President’s Message, 5            [Message] 

Gertrude Hodkinson begins with the poem “May” by Milly Walton: “Do you remember back in 

childhood / How we loved the first of May?” She signs the letter “With love.” 

 

Club Notes, 6, 7, 8, 9         [Community] 

Club Bicentennial Project Valued by School Administration. The Superintendent of Schools, 

Walter L. Marks, writes a letter to Hortense G. Felt, thanking her and the club for donating the 

Betsy Ross Flags. 

Turn-Over Sale. Not too early to start collecting items like clothing, jewelry, linens, small 

furniture, antiques, books, records, and plants for the Turn-Over Sale. 

Art Exhibit. Our own talented club members include Gladys Clegg, Ruth Knowlson, and Oleta 

Norman showing pictures in watercolor, oil, and charcoal; Helen Goodfellow, Mary Myers, and 

Elisabeth Daniels are displaying handicrafts. 

In Appreciation. The chairs of the Antiques Show express their thanks for the work involved. Their 

proceeds were over $1,300. 

Thank You. And for the people who contributed time, money, and food to the Snack Bar.  

Contributions 1976-1977. The break-down is Federation Projects, Montclair Women’s Club 

projects, and Evening, Social Service, and Dollar PLUS efforts. 

Budget for 1977-1978.  

Stamps for Myasthenia Gravis. Collecting cancelled postage stamps to combat this disease, a 

serious neuro-muscular disease. The M. G. Foundation provides nonprofit further research into its 

cause and cure. 

 

May Programs, 10, 11 

Ronald Forsomo, a leader in opera roles, sings “A Norwegian Festival,” accompanied by Eleanor 

Statmore. He is a tenor who made his debut in the Madison Civic Opera House production of “Die 

Fledermaus.” After coming to New York, he performed with the New York City Opera and the 

Metropolitan Opera Studio.                   [Music] 

 

Louise Mann, “A Flower Show—in Egypt,” has become involved in organizations that further 

knowledge about and interest in amateur gardening. She was president of Montclair Garden Club 

and has served on the Board of the New Jersey State Garden Club for 12 years.   [Gardening] 

 

Members’ Show of Handicrafts, sponsored by the American Home Committee.              [Hobby] 
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The Music Program: Ruth Landes and Helen List, duo-piano team. Ruth Landes made her 

professional debut at the age of twelve at Odeon Hall in St. Louis; List began her musical studies 

at age eight.                    [Music] 

 

Annual Federation Convention       [Community] 

The entertainment program features a musical interlude. The theme of the prayer breakfast is “The 

Many Ways God Speaks to Us.” 

 

Evening Department, 12 

Ruth DesJardines won the Creative Arts Award at the Crafts Show.  

 

Inside Back Cover: To All Club Members from the Quest Staff 

We thank members for their support over the year and apologize for some mistakes and some 

delays in receiving the magazine. 
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Volume 47, Number 1     Quest     October 1977 

 

Calendar for October 1977, 3  

 

Departments and Committees, 1977-1978, 5 

 

Tentative Program Schedule, 1977-1978, 6 

 

President’s Message, 7              [Message] 

Gertrude Hodkinson begins with a quote by Albert Pike [1801-1891]: “What we do for ourselves 

dies with us—What we do for the world remains and is immortal.” Then she quotes her own poem, 

whose last two lines are: “Some drag, some pull, some don’t, some do. / Consider then what kind 

of member are you?” 

 

Club Notes, 8, 9         [Community] 

Dollar PLUS. The Shoppe will be open monthly to sell members’ handiwork and culinary 

specialties. 

Help. The annual Turn-Over Sale needs quantities of old and new things—“articles of all 

description, clothing a specialty, foods in variety.” 

Art Department. Alfred F. Manheim, artist, worked in oils at first and switched to watercolors. 

This fall, he is exhibiting at the Fall Amateur Show at the Rockport Art Association. 

Recycling News. Since the Montclair Organization for Conservation started the project in 1971, 

$125,00 has been realized. Much of the money goes to maintain the operations of the organization, 

but $2,500 has gone to the school for scholarships. 

 

The Smiling Pumpkin Dessert Bridge and Fashion Show, 10   [Fundraising] 

 

October Programs, 11 

Music by [Judith] Sherry Braude, flutist, and Eleanor Statmore, pianist. Sherry Braude is on the 

Music Staff of Pennsylvania State College in Erie, Pennsylvania. She has played with the New 

Jersey Symphony and the New York Opera Orchestra.                          [Music] 

  

Alicen White & Martha Coe, “Let Us Entertain You,” singing, acting, pantomime. White creates 

a variety of characters; Coe introduces each number, sets the mood, and accompanies her—a “turn-

of-the-century” afternoon.                              [Theatre] 

 

Evening Department, 12, 13         [Bridge between Questers and Seniors] 

Annual Benefit. Christmas Preview Card Party and Fashion Show 

Grace Garrigan, Holly Days, new ideas about holiday parties, foods, and menus for festive cuisine 

at parties Her book will be given to attendees. 

 

Membership, 14, 15, 16 

Approximately 170 members; Associate Members, 20  
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Volume 47, Number 2     Quest     Nov. 1977-Dec. 1977 

 

President’s Message, 5              [Message] 

Gertrude Hodkinson quotes [as did her colleague President Kimber in the December 1974 of 

Quest] from the same Norman Vincent Peale statement about Christmas that ends, “Perhaps 

Christmas is a blueprint of what life might be if our highest ideals were made permanent.”  

 

Club Notes, 6, 7         [Community]  

Social Service: A Time for Giving. The big red stocking will be hanging in the hall. Let us fill it 

with gay packages appropriately marked—man, woman, boy, girl (the latter two with approximate 

ages). 

An Honor. For our own Baba Kimber [former president Margaret B. Kimber], whose name was 

placed on the Roll of the New Jersey State Federation Convention in Atlantic City in 1977. 

Art Exhibit. Lee Arning is at ease in many mediums—oils, acrylics, pastels, pencil, and charcoal. 

She designed the insignia for the Community Nurse Service and has received many honors.  

Sale by the Blind. Purchasing gifts displayed are a way of spreading cheer to those less fortunate 

than we. 

Thank you. Appreciative notes have been received from two vocational scholars, the ambulance 

unit, the Camp Fund, and the Neighborhood Center. 

A Word to the Wise. Rentals are available at the clubhouse for all kinds of entertaining—parties, 

luncheons, showers. 

Annual State Convention. The keynote speaker at the 83rd Federation Convention was [Carlotta] 

Mercedes [Agnes] McCambridge [1916-2004, actress], on “Courage and Chemicals,” a personal 

account of courage in the face of alcoholism, 

 

November and December Programs, 8, 9, 11 

Acting Chief Edward A. Giblin, “Public Cooperation with the Police in the Line of Crime 

Prevention”          [Community]  

 

Grace Thompson, “The Program: Marimbist, Pianist, Composer.” She has appeared often as a 

member of the Trioliers. She recently performed in Mexico and has completed two books for 

marimba-piano arrangements.                                     [Music] 

 

The Mastersingers of Montclair Kimberley Academy, Nixon Bicknell, Director                   [Music] 

 

Natalie P. Smith will talk about “Austria—Yesterday and Today,” part of her lecture series called 

“The Joy of Travel.”                             [Travel] 

 

The Yates Family Singers, “On the Wings of Song,” featuring Mr. and Mrs. William H. Yates and 

their children—dancers, singers, and pianists.                           

[Music] 

 

Beatrice W. Bryant, “Come Along with ‘Be,’” travels to Europe and Asia, with slides     [Travel] 
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Volume 47, Number 3     Quest     Jan. 1978-Feb. 1978 

 

Calendar for January and February 1978, 3 

 

Fireside Bridge Party Ways and Means Benefit, 5 

 

Club Notes, 7          [Community]  

A Thank-you. Baba Kimber is grateful to Madge [S. Hamlin] for taking the considerable time and 

trouble to nominate her for the Honor Roll of the New Jersey Federation of Women’s Clubs. Her 

name and information will be inscribed in the book kept at the Federation’s headquarters in New 

Brunswick. 

Social Service. The two winter workshops will be held at the clubhouse. The 18 dolls dressed for 

the Salvation Army were greatly appreciated and the tasks now are knitting mittens, caps, scarves, 

and sweaters. 

 

January and February Programs, 8, 9 

C’Lee Fogg, “A Glimpse of Indochina.” The wife of Reverend Ernest Fogg, Pastor of Central 

Presbyterian Church in Montclair, she spent from 1974 to 1976 teaching at Katana Girls School, 

the oldest women’s school in the country.                                        [Travel] 

 

Tom Sandor, “Creating a Painting,” based on his theory of the Gospel in Art. He originally entered 

the commercial art field as draftsman, illustrator, and display designer. In 1959, he presented a 

program at the Sunday School in the Calvary Baptist Church in Clifton, New Jersey, called the 

“Gospel in Art.” This was a unique experience in light, color, and sound, which led to a new 

direction in his art work and is now a fulltime occupation.                          [Religion] 

   

Constance C. Sloan, using slides of her designs, will talk about “Your House in Needlepoint,” the 

name of her book. She is a lecturer and teacher in various locations, including Montclair Adult 

School, and her own design-teacher business, “Needlepoint House by Connie.” 

      Interior Decoration] 

 

Beatrice Hanson, “The Life and Times of Chekhov,” is Director of the Literature Department at 

the club. She is a former college teacher. Her lecture on the Russian author is of particular 

pertinence at this time of difficulty for Soviet writers.                  [Literature] 

 

The Whole Theatre Company in Montclair is one of the regional theatres in New Jersey. Sixteen 

actors, all member of Actors’ Equity, started the theatre seven years ago. It has grown from a 94-

seat pocket theatre to a larger new home on Bloomfield Avenue. They have helped develop a 

curriculum for the state residential treatment center for disturbed adolescents, and they have also 

participated in the local drug-abuse center.                         [Theatre]  

 

Evening Department, 8                    [Bridge between Questers and Seniors]  

Welfare Project and Crafts Workshop. 
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Volume 47, Number 4     Quest     Mar. 1978-Apr. 1978 

 

Antiques Show at the Clubhouse. 2       [Fundraising] 

 

Calendar for March and April 1978, 3 

 

Club Notes, 6, 7, 8         [Community] 

Social Service. The Workshop made 17 packages of notes for nursing homes; each packet contains 

six hand-decorated sheets. 

Art Exhibits. John L. [Leonard] Barnwell [1922-2015], landscape painter; Barbara [Mackey]  

Bakst [1925-2020], photographer. Barnwell is a member of many societies and been honored 

extensively; for example, Grumbacher Material Award, 1967; Wanamaker Award, 1968; Patron’s 

Aware, 1970; Ray A. Jones Memorial Award, 1971, and many others. Bakst treats each 

photographic subject as “THE most important” assignment. She is also a correspondent, journalist, 

writer, and has carried out assignments around the world. 

Myasthenia Gravis Day. Governor Brendan Byrne has named May the Myasthenia Gravis Month 

to combat this little-known disease. The club is cutting out and saving cancelled postage stamps 

[which can be sold to collectors].  

Federation Date. The Federation has published dates for the following events: The Creative Arts 

and Music Festival; Program Assistance; the Spring Conference; and the Drama Festival. 

A Note of Interest. Last fall, the Social Service Workshop decorated 37 cans and filled them with 

candy and cookies. The whole Federation donated 18,000, which were given to veterans’ hospitals. 

 

March and April Programs, 10, 11 

A Musical Afternoon: Representatives of the Montclair Opera Club           [Music] 

 

Jan Taylor, Flower Ambassador, “How Does Your Garden Grow?”     [Gardening] 

 

Betty F. Detrick, in “The Leading Lovers of Broadway Musicals,” will accompany herself with 

the electric harp from favorites like “My Fair Lady,” “Gigi,” “Brigadoon.”         [Theatre] 

 

Frances Wyatt and Stanley Glover, “A Little Light Opera.” Wyatt is a lyric soprano whose 

performances include light opera, concert, oratorios, radio, and television. Grover, as actor and 

singer, has appeared in many popular plays, including “Seventeen,” “Wish You Were Here,” “Let 

it Ride,” and “Mr. President.”                  [Music] 

 

Benefit Dessert Bridge & Fashion Show by Karen Zittel for the Eye Institute of New Jersey.    

        [Social Welfare] 

 

Jim J. [James A.] Gold, singer, songwriter, guitarist, “The World of the Guitar,” on the club’s 

sixty-third birthday. He includes composers such as Bach, [Francisco] Tarrega, [Fernando] Sor, 

and [Heitor] Villa Lobos. He is a classic guitarist, folksinger, and song writer.                 [Music] 

College Club Book Sale, 12        [Fundraising] 



 

 

38 

The Montclair College Women’s Club, affiliated with American Association of University 

Women scholarship program, is holding its annual sale, with many treasures in the 80,000 books 

on their shelves. Over the years, it has raised and spent one quarter of a million dollars on 

scholarships for deserving women students.  

 

Evening Department, 14, 15                     [Bridge between Questers and Seniors] 

Overbrook Party for women patients at the club. 

Speertown Kitchen and Country Store will provide lessons in making Crepes.  

 

Inside Back Cover:                    [Poetry] 

“Old English Prayer,” anonymous, which begins, “Take time to work—It is the price of success. 
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Volume 47, Number 5     Quest     May, 1978 

 

Calendar for May, 2 

 

This is your bill for Club Dues, 1978-1979, 3 

 

President’s Message, 5              [Message] 

Gertrude Hodkinson tries to thank the members for their support, cooperation, good will, and 

encouragement. Raymond Orner’s poem, “To Say Thank You,” starts, “Words seldom go quite 

deep enough . . .” She wishes a “full and memorable experience to her predecessor, Beatrice W. 

Bryant, and adds some words from Helen Keller—“Happiness must come from within.” 

 

Club Notes, 6, 7, 8, 9         [Community] 

Contributions. A list of the money raised for Federation projects, club projects, Evening 

Department, Social Service Report, and Dollar PLUS ($1,570 for the last)  

Budget for Fiscal Year 1978-1979.  

 

May Programs, 10, 11 

The Reverend Francis R. Podgorski, Assistant Professor of Asian Studies at Seton Hall, “India, 

Land of Contrasts—Splendor and Poverty.” A native of Ramsey, New Jersey, Podgorski holds 

many degrees, including a Ph. D. in Indian Religions and Philosophy from Fordham University. 

He is founder and North American editor of the Journal of Dharma, a publication to which scholars 

of Hinduism, Buddhism, and Taoism contribute.                        [Religion] 

 

Rowena [A.] Lavell [1952-2006], Park Naturalist at Center for Environment Studies, “Nature 

Lovers’ Alert.”                                                               [Nature] 

 

Music Program: Dr. Rosalie [Rebello] Pratt [1933-2005], Montclair State College, and the Harp 

Ensemble. Dr. Samuel O. Pratt [1925-1985] composed the music.             [Music] 

  

Evening Department, 12                     [Bridge between Questers and Seniors] 

The EMD Convention celebrated its 40th birthday. The programs were diverse, stretching from 

Protocol, to Costumes and Dolls, to Public Affairs.  


