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QUEST FINDING AID, PART TWELVE:  

Volumes 48-51, October 1978-May 1982 

 

ANALYSIS 

Volume Forty-eight: 

 

Number One, October 1978. The membership is approximately 200 members; associates are 16 

members. The coverage in this issue at its minimum—Club Notes and Programs (two or three for 

each month). Minimum length for each of the five issues per volume is a page and a half. The new 

president does greet the new season with a photo and encouraging remarks. 

 

Number Two, Nov.-Dec. 1978. No president’s message is provided. The Questers have not made 

an appearance in some time. Now that there are no advertisements, at the end of these new 

shortened issues is a long list: “Your Guide to Merchants and Services of Merit.”  

          

Number Three, Jan.-Feb. 1979. A helpful addition to “Club Notes” is the thumbnail sketch of the 

biography of the new president of the club. 

          

Number Four, Mar.-Apr. 1979. The club has been an early participant in the local recycling 

program, which is considered one of the most successful in the country. The magazine continues 

to report in Club Notes on book reviews, although the meetings now take place in members’ 

homes. “Club Notes” also records art exhibits in the club, but the magazine no longer report on 

local museum exhibits. 

 

Number Five, May, 1979. Importantly, the magazine pays tribute to two important men in the 

club community— Frank Crawley and Allen E. Lynch, the first, a retiring custodian of nineteen 

years, and the second, the new employee.        

   

Volume Forty-nine: 

 

Number One, October 1979. Membership consists of 190 members with 19 Associates. The 

membership number includes Business members, Evening Department, and Honorary and Life 

members. Club Notes describes the requirements for running a successful Turn-Over Sale. At the 

annual Convention of the Federation, one of the speakers is Jewel Plummer Cobb, 1924-2017, the 

first African-American dean appointed to Douglass College. 

         

Number Two, Nov.-Dec. 1979. Sometimes, instead of a formal message, the President will write 

a shorter “President’s Comment” under Club Notes. Another modest new feature is “Behind the 

Scenes,” a glimpse at the way a particular club activity functions, using the five P’s—Planning, 

Participation, Pleasure, Publicly, and Profit.         
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Number Three, Jan.-Feb 1980. Pages 3 and 4 are missing, along with the President’s Message, 

which is listed in the Table of Contents. The program speakers tend to be familiar and local. The 

new feature, “Behind the Scenes,” analyzes the production of Quest Magazine, using the five P’s. 

        

Number Four, Mar.-Apr. 1980. “Highlights of club board meetings” revealed the emphasis on 

fundraising for keeping the magazine afloat. 

          

Number Five, May 1980.  After six years, Natalie K. Fitch, 89 years old, resign as Editor and 

passes on her responsibilities to Alice Kuhnen and Betty Williams, co-Editors.    

 

Volume Fifty: 

 

Number One, October 1980. The membership list shows 161 members and 19 associates. 

                                                          

Number Two, Nov. 1980-Dec. 1980. A preponderance of the speakers and performers are local 

and familiar from other visits. 

         

Number Three, Jan. 1981-Feb.1981. More hints appear of financial difficulties; for example, the 

Board is disappointed in the smaller profit this year from the Turn-Over Sale. “Without the 

additional funds, some of the benefits we enjoy personally as well as donations to the community 

will necessarily have to be eliminated.” 

        

Number Four, Mar. 1981-Apr. 1981.  Still more problems arise in the president’s comment in Club 

Notes: she discusses her concern over the decline of membership over the past years and, also, the 

lack of attendance at Friday meetings throughout the years. She wants to hear more suggestions 

from members about improving Friday meetings. “It is your club, so please let us know.”  

         

Number Five, May 1981. The president’s Message mentions the full name of the new custodian, 

James Cousins. In the early days, the Black custodian, who worked there for 30 years, was referred 

to by his first name until his death.         

 

Volume Fifty-one: 

 

Number One, October 1981. For the first time, the membership list gives the names of the married 

women with their maiden names in parenthesis at the end. The current number is 153 members, 

with 22 Associates (husbands).  Among the tasks the president mentions for the coming year is 

raising funds “one way or another” to match the larger Ways and Means budget—now $10,000. 

The opening event for the season is a Wine and Cheese Party, the first of a series of new projects 

the club finds necessary for the advancement of the club; the Board realizes they need to attract 

new members of all ages to assure the continuance of the club well into the future 

Number Two, Nov. 1981- Dec. 1981. A memorial on an important member announces the death 

of Lillian Watson Applegate (Mrs. Stanley E.), who was a vital member of the club for 40 years. 
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In addition to other talents, she had a successful writing career. “It is people like Lillian who have 

helped our club to grow.” 

umber Three, Jan. 1982-Feb, 1982. In her message, the President singles out the Patriotic Bridge 

Party, which will be given at nonprice to members. “Please try to bring guests who may join us as 

members.” 

   

Number Four, Mar. 1982-Apr. 1982.  In her message this month, the President reminds members 

that the club’s 67th birthday party on April 23rd is the occasion to give out contributions for charity 

to the community. The use of the word “charity” is surprisingly condescending, given that the 

terms in use have always been either “social welfare” or “social services.” 

 

Number Five, May 1982. This is the last issue of Quest. No specific explanation is offered, as 

though everyone knows and has expected this outcome. 
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TITLES OF ARTICLES AND SPEECHES 

A 

“A Journey to China,” 17 

“A Walk in the Spring,” 32 

“An Artistic Walk through the Kunsthistorische Museum in Vienna,” 13 

“Aegean Odyssey,” 11 

“American Women—Historical and Hysterical,” 29 

“America’s Changing Foreign Policy,” 29 

“Art of Fundraising,” 29 

C 

The Carterization of Foreign Policy,” 18  

“Castles and Ballads of the North of England,” 25 

“The Challenge of Computer Technology,” 226 

“The Christmas Story in Painting,” 28 

D 

“Dances of Celebration,” 13 

“Defensive Driving,” 20                         

“The Development of the Moment in Europe,” 20 

E 

“ESP—Fact or Fiction?” 24 

F 

“The Faith of America and Norman Rockwell,” 31            

“Florence Through the Ages,” 6 

“From Yellowstone to Tomorrow,” 29 

“Fun with Flowers,” 3 

G 

“Gardens around the World,” 3 

“Guidelines for Good Eating,” 6  

H 

“Herbs and Witchcraft,” 24 

“Hilarious Hypnosis,” 21 

“The Historic Hudson and Its Heritage,” 30 

“Humor in America,” 14 

J 

“The Joy of Dancing,” 23 

“The Joy of Reading,” 22 

K 

“Know Your Antiques,” 14 

L 

“Laughing at Life” 41, 15 

“Liberal Arts—Key to the Future,” 8 

“Life after Violence,” 25 

“Love in Three Acts,” 5 



 

 

vi 

M 

“Making the Most of You,” 29 

“Medieval Christmas,” 4 

“The Message from the Cross,” 30 

“Montclair: We Care,” 3 

“My Watercolor Impressions in Oil,” 23   

N 

“Natural Landmarks in New Jersey,” 8 

O 

“The Olympic Movement,” 12 

“Our American Heritage,” 18 

P 

“The Play Is Still the Thing,” 4 

Q 

“Queen Victoria, a Look at a Royal Wardrobe,” 21 

R 

“Recycling: What It Means to the Energy Crisis,” 17 

S 

“The Search for the Gold Tutankhamen,” 3 

“The Sino-American Détente,” 5 

“Shoplifting: It’s a Steal,” 13 

“Songs from Favorite Operas, Operettas, and Broadway Shows,” 23 

T 

“Tax-free Income: Obtaining More Interest Than Banks Offer,” 5 

“To Grandfather’s Home We Go,” 8 

“The Trio is now a Quartet,” 11 

W 

“Wake Up America,” 18 

“What’s Right with America,” 19 

“Women Are Funny,” 6 

“Women Are Funny,” 6 

“The World of Wine,” 23 

Y 

“You Can Surprise Yourself,” 19 
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TOPICS BY AUTHORS AND SPEAKERS 

Art 

Fred Bauer [1934-2009] 

Gladys Clegg 

Elaine Colt 

Edythe Cross [1908-1986] 

Carol Crowley 

Robin Thornally De Negri 

Harry Devlin [1918-2001] 

Dolly Galt 

Jeanette Geyer 

Martha Giles  

Gail Maurice Hoeck [1938-2007] 

Louise Swensk Hugg 

Loretta S. Isherwood  

Joan Macy Kaskell 

Allan L. Ludwig 

Peter H. Mayer 

Eleanor [Ellie] Murtha 

Gay Pinter 

Pat Rosenthal 

Carol B. Schmitz 

Doris D. Schoonmaker [1920-1993] 

Leona Mahler Sussman 

Gail Schaffran Willard 

Joyce Wimer 

Business 

Eli Peligal [1937-2017 

Community 

Beatrice W. Bryant 

Frank Crawley 

Della H. Finlay 

Alice Hollingworth 

Township Manager Bert Kendall 

Councilwoman Patricia Baker Koechin [1924-2020] 

Allen E. Lynch 

Mayor Mary Veronica Kasser Mochary 

Mrs. Don I. Slide 

Richard Valeriani [1932-2018] 

Cuisine 

Ruth Anderson 

Education 

Jewel Plummer Cobb [1924-2017] 
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Douglas Edwards [1917-1990] 

Dr. Louis M. Robinson 

Fashion 

Elizabeth Ann Coleman 

Fundraising 

Eleanor J. Ferdon 

Gardening 

Jane Eberle 

Jan Taylor 

Mrs. Donald F. Wallace 

Health 

Ann Evans 

Roger Barr 

Dr. Frederick W. Fuller 

Grace H. Garrigan 

Kathryn McKellar 

Reverend Walter M. Moore 

History 

Robert Amerling 

Arnold C. Brackman [1923-1983] 

Gladys Clegg 

Augusta Walsh 

Caroline Platt Walsh 

Hobby 

Marion Thomas 

Humor 

Kay Kato 

Herman Esrem 

Marie Olufine Hjorth Shepherd [1908-2000] 

International 

David W. Brown 

Dr. Pak-Wah [Edwin] Leung 

Professor James Patrick Shenton [1925-2003] 

Dr. Bartara Stoerck 

Literature 

Dr. Harold C. Bohn [1935-2012] 

Father Andrew M. Greeley [1928-2013] 

Dr. Julian D. Tebo 

Edna Thistle  

Message 

Beatrice W. Bryant 

Eunice Hirsch 
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Music 

Dor Albanese 

Carl A. Baccaro 

Robert Wayne Barlow 

Barbara Baron 

William Behrendt 

Nixon Bicknall 

Ronald Forsomo 

Jim Gold 

James Gregory 

Lois Nordling 

Robert Pagano 

Josephine Dorothy Reinhardt 

John Santoro 

Bill Schustik 

Donna Jeanne Schutz [1934-2020] 

Bill Sempier 

Eleanor Statmore 

Mrs. Henry C. Tappen 

Grace Thompson 

Carole Whitney 

Nature 

Jean Clark 

Mrs. Robert C. Dallery 

Dr. Sybil Marie Kuhnen [1917-2000] 

Elisabeth D. Nobles 

Wilbur Daniel Nobles, 1925-2011] 

Poetry 

Lillian Irene Watson Applegate [1896-1981] 

Helen Hunt Jackson [1830-1885] 

Ruth Des Jardines 

Religion 

The Reverend Robert J. Burdette [1844-1914] 

Philip Cartwright 

Rita Hand Hogan [1901-1991] 

Social Welfare  

Richard Irving Bonsal [1920-2006] 

Fred Jenny 

Helen McLean 

Theatre 

Nancy Brock Beck [1919-2018] 

Cindy Bernier  

Judy Caden 



 

 

x 

Grace Grieco, 1915-1995 

Mildred Farrell 

Beatrice Hanson  

Dr. Frank B. Hanson 

Mimi Harman  

Shelley Lome  

Narcissa Titman 

William Winters  

Travel 

Carolyn Platt 

Myrtle Rhoades 

Natalie P. Smith  

TV 

The Reverend James Pindar [1930-1984] 
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Robert Grayson 

Julanda M. Kirk  

Barbara Bogg Sigmumd [1939-1990] 
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QUEST  

PART TWELVE: VOLUMES 48-51 

October 1978-May 1982 

 

Volume 48, Number 1     Quest     October 1978 

 

New Quest Editor: Natalie K. Fitch 

Assistant editor: Mrs. Frederick W. Wolff 

 

Photo: Miss Beatrice W. Bryant, 6 

 

President’s Message, 7                         [Message] 

Beatrice W. Bryant quotes from Helen Hunt Jackson [1830-1885], one of her favorite poets 

because Jackson is a “Woman for all Seasons.” Bryant enthuses about the beautiful club and points 

out that there is a great deal more to being a good club member than paying dues. 

 

“The Pink Ghost”: Ways and Means Dessert Bridge, 9               [Fundraising] 

Lillian Watson Applegate’s [1896-1981] poem begins, “You may think ghosts are snowy white.” 

 

Club Notes, 10, 11         [Community] 

Honors Received: Two awards were bestowed upon the club: The Federation presented the State 

Certificate of Merit for “outstanding participation in the Eye Institute Project”; The New Jersey 

Commission for the Blind honored the club with a Certificate Award for “its support of the exhibit 

and sale of blind-made products for the last five years.” 

Recycling. Club members continue to assist with chores at the Montclair Recycling Center, 

representing the club in an important community project. 

A Gift from an Angel. An anonymous benefactress has given the club the gift of a professional 

voice-reinforcement system from the Perdue Radio Company. It has three different types of 

microphones and is an example of advanced microphone development. The stereo cassette deck 

can play prerecorded music or speech cassettes, make tapes of live performances, and provide 

music for background enjoyment. A pair of Bozac column speakers provides clear, natural, speech 

reproduction. “We are indebted to our benefactress.” 

 

Tentative Program for 1978-1979, 12 

 

Turn-Over Garage Sale, 14        [Fundraising] 
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October Programs, 15  

Music Program: Barbara Baron, soprano; Eleanor Statmore, piano. Baron trained at the New 

England Conservatory of Music under Frederick Jagel [1897-1982] and at the Manhattan School 

of Music with Utah Graf.                   [Music] 

 

Shelley Lome, in “Hilarious Hypnosis,” will demonstrate telepathy by using her inherent powers 

to read the thoughts of her audience. She has entertained throughout Great Britain and the 

Continent.                  [Theatre] 

 

A Nature Walk will tour the greenhouse and gardens at the Center for Environment Studies 

Division in Roseland [a borough in western Essex County, New Jersey]. 

 

Evening Department, 16, 17         [Bridge between Questers and Seniors]    

Photo: Chris Alvine, Chair   

Harvest Bridge and Fashion Show 

 

Membership, 18, 19, 20 

Approximately 200 members 

Associates, 16 members 
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Volume 48, Number 2     Quest     Nov.-Dec 1978 

 

Calendar for November and December, 3 

Christmas Message from the President            [Message] 

Beatrice W. Bryant quotes from “Salutation of the Dawn,” from the ending of the Sanskrit: “Look 

well therefore at this Day.” 

 

Club Notes, 4, 5         [Community] 

Our President Beatrice [Be”] W. Bryant. She is admirably suited to be president because she is 

familiar with all facets of the club. She would have held this office earlier had she not been 

President of the Montclair Colony of New England Women, but she has served in many other 

capacities at the club. She studied voice and planned a career in opera but, instead, entered the 

business field as a statistician. She has traveled widely. All members wish her success. 

A Tribute to Alice Hollingworth. She was loyal and always willing to help where she could. The 

Hospitality Chair knew exactly whom to call when skill was needed. She was chair of the 

collectors’ treasures program. Pleasant memories of her will live on. 

Della H. Finlay. A member of the club for many years, Della taught art in the East Orange High 

School. She traveled extensively and used what she saw in her traditional oils and pastels and, 

increasingly, water colors. She exhibited locally. 

Acknowledgments. Letters of appreciation have come in from vocational scholarship winners, the 

Neighborhood Council, Inc., New Jersey Committee for the Blond and Visually Impaired, and the 

Eye Institute Project. 

Art Exhibit. Virginia Schaffer Block’s studio is in Bloomfield, from which her paintings are sold 

through decorators for homes and offices. She holds a Master’s Degree in Art, went into the 

commercial field, and taught briefly. 

 

November-December Programs, 8, 9 

Mrs. Robert C. Dallery, “Montclair: We Care,” is President of the Joint Committee for the Central 

Business District to upgrade the appearance and beauty of this area. She was chair of Civic 

Beautification and past President of the Garden Club.                         [Nature]  

 

Jan Taylor, “Fun with Flowers,” is known as the “gal with the magic fingers.” She has exhibited 

at the New York Coliseum Flower Show and had one of her arrangements published on the cover 

of Life Magazine.                   [Gardening] 

 

Arnold C. Brackman [1923-1983], “The Search for the Gold Tutankhamen,” will talk about the 

tomb of the boy king in ancient Egypt. A former correspondent for United Press, he won the 

Overseas Press Club Award, and published several acclaimed books.                              [History] 
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Narcissa Titman, “The Play Is Still the Thing,” has been involved in theater for most of her life, 

between acting, teaching, directing, children’s theatre, and Broadway production.         [Theatre] 

 

Mastersingers of Montclair Kimberley Academy, Nixon Bicknall, Conductor. The young people 

in the group are selected from the larger Academy Chorus.                                                [Music] 

 

Augusta Walsh, “Medieval Christmas,” who was Chair of the Doll Collector’s Guild, will discuss 

folklore in Medieval times.                                       [History] 

 

Evening Department, 10, 11                                            [Bridge between Questers and Seniors] 

The Harvest Bridge and Fashion Show benefits will go to the Montclair Volunteer Ambulance 

Unit and the Pound Animal Welfare Society (PAWS).              

EMD Christmas Party at the clubhouse. 
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Volume 48, Number 3     Quest     Jan.-Feb. 1979 

 

Calendar, 5 

 

Club Notes, 6, 7         [Community] 

Book Review. Beatrice  W. Bryant will review Vivien Leigh: A Biography by Anne Edwards. 

Art Exhibit.  Five Montclair artists: Gail Schaffran Willard, Leona Mahler Sussman, Pat Rosenthal, 

Joyce Wimer, and Elaine Colt 

 

January and February Programs, 8, 10, 11 

Eli Peligal [1937-2017], “Tax-free Income: Obtaining More Interest Than Banks Offer.” Since 

joining Blyth Eastman Diller & Co., he has become an officer in the company. With a conservative 

philosophy toward his clients, he understands that each investor has special needs.       [Business] 

 

Mimi Harman and William Winters, “Love in Three Acts.” These two artists are interested in the 

comedy as well as the drama of love and will present scenes from Noel Coward’s Private Lives; 

Gilbert and Sullivan’s Patience; Robert Anderson’s You Know I Can’t Hear You When the Water 

is Running; and Noel Coward’s Cavalcade.              [Theatre] 

 

Dolls and Other Things. The Salvation Army exhibited the dressed dolls donated by the club. The 

best-in-show was the one attired by Lillian Watson Applegate.          [Social Welfare] 

 

Snowflake Bridge Ways and Means       [Fundraising] 

“Catch a tumbling snowflake,” a poem by Lillian Watson Applegate [1896-1981] 

 

Dr. Pak-Wah [Edwin] Leung, “The Sino-American Détente,” is an assistant professor at Seton 

Hall University. He has received academic awards from both Hong Kong and California 

institutions. He is the author of many books and has traveled widely.                     [International] 

 

Kay Kato [1916-2006], cartoonist and lecturer, “Laughing at Life.” Among the celebrities she has 

sketched are President Johnson, Margaret Truman, Shirley Temple Black, and Bob Hope.                       

She was born in Hungary.           [Art]  

    

Members of the Montclair Opera Club, “An Afternoon of Music.” The group is twenty-six years 

old and has a 27-piece orchestra.                             [Music] 

 

List of Club Presidents from 1915-1980 

 

Evening Department, 12          [Bridge between Questers and Seniors] 

Welfare for Veterans’ and Overbrook Hospitals. 

 

[At the end of these new shortened issues: Your Guide to Merchants and Services of Merit] 
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Volume 48, Number 4     Quest     Mar.-Apr. 1979 

 

Calendar for March and April, 3 

Antiques Show at the Clubhouse, Ways and Means Committee, 5              [Fundraising] 

 

Club Notes, 6, 7,                     [Community] 

Social Service. The Workshop group made various kinds of colorful pillows for the Red Cross to 

give to less fortunate women and girls. 

President’s Corner. Beatrice W. Bryant proposes a recipe for Club Stew: 10 cups of love; 10 pints 

of understanding; 10 teaspoons of patience; 10 cans of trust; and ten well-rounded measures of 

honest friendship (reprinted from Women’s Day, “Magic stew.”) 

Treasure Table. The President wonders, also, if the members would like to revive the Treasures 

Tales—filled with exhibits over time. 

Book Reviews. Edna Thistle on Tell Me How to Live by Agatha Christie and Dr. Julian D. Tebo 

on Queen Victoria by Lytton Strachey 

Recycling. [Wilbur] Daniel Nobles, 1925-2011, and Elisabeth D. Nobles represented the club at 

the Mayfair Farms in West Orange to assess the recycling program, which is considered one of the 

most successful in the country. 

Dollar PLUS Project. The effort is doing well but has a long way to go to equal last year’s record 

by the April 15th deadline. 

Sale by the Blind. The products, knitted garments and household items, are useful, attractive, and 

moderately priced. 

Art Exhibit. Kay Gray, a watercolorist, is a member of the Art Auxiliary Board of the Yard School 

of Art in Montclair [Montclair Art Museum].  

 

Springtime Fling Benefit for the Neighborhood Center of Montclair, 8                      [Fundraising] 

 

March and April Programs, 9, 10, 12 

Ann Evans, international nutrition expert, “Guidelines for Good Eating,” lived abroad for 12 years 

to study diet patterns and health and speaks five languages.                                               [Health] 

 

Natalie P. Smith, “Florence Through the Ages,” will emphasize the work of Michelangelo. She 

was formerly a reference librarian for Frick Art Renaissance Library in New York City and an 

assistant professor at Seton Hall Universality.             [Travel] 

 

Mildred Farrell, “Women Are Funny,” is a graduate of Alda’s Dramatic Workshop in New York 

City. She has won awards, including the Wilson Memorial Prize. Recently, she has concentrated 

on writing and presenting her original character sketches to women’s clubs, churches, colleges, 

PTA groups, and resort hotels.              [Theatre] 

 

Eleanor Statmore pianist of note, is a frequent guest performer at and friend of the club. [Music] 
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Grace Thompson, entertaining for the club’s 64th Birthday, “Music of the Marimba,” is a foremost 

concert marimbist with talents also as pianist, arranger, and accompanist.            [Music] 

 

A representative of the Essex County Park Commission will show slides of many beautiful spots 

in New Jersey.                              [Nature]  

 

Evening Department, 13, 14, 15                                     [Bridge between Questers and Seniors] 

Spring Card Party.  

Update on Senior Care and Activities Center. One-year old and located at the Presbyterian Church, 

it started with a grant from the Schumann Foundation, followed by the United Way’s Innovation 

Fund. The director is Fred Jenny and the Assistant Director is Helen McLean.  They, with volunteer 

help, make the Center’s activities a warm and giving environment for older people who are frail 

and sometimes isolated. 
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Volume 48, Number 5    Quest     May 1979 

 

Calendar for May, 2 

President’s Message, 3              [Message] 

Beatrice W. Bryant believes her first year went well. She ends her message with a Cucko Song, 

Stanza 1: “Sumer is icumen in, / Lhude sing cuccu.” (Anon, circa 1250) 

 

This is your bill for club dues 1979-1980 

 

Club Notes, 6, 7, 8, 9         [Community] 

The President’s Corner. Beatrice W. Bryant quotes from a poem called “Cousins,” which consists 

of a list of aphorisms and begins, “Can and will are cousins, / “Never trust to luck.” She pays “A 

Tribute” to Lou Dudley, who holds no official position in the club but works quietly behind the 

scenes for anyone who needs her help.  

Frank Crawley A Tribute. After serving for nineteen years as custodian to the club, he has decided 

to retire and seek some leisure time. We shall miss him—he has taken on many jobs around the 

clubhouse and grounds, saving the club a great deal of money. He has given us loyal and thoughtful 

assistance. We wish him well in his retirement.  

Allen E. Lynch. The new custodian, “Al,” is experienced in custodial experiences as well as inside 

and outside painting. He was highly recommended by the husband of a member.  

Art Exhibit. The exhibitors are members of the club: Gladys Clegg, Gertrude Hodkinson, Oleta 

Norman, Helen Tebo, Helen Van Voorhees, and Betty Wolff 

 

Budget for Fiscal Year 1970-1980, 10 

In discussing the issues, the Board realized that, to bring the income in line with the outgo, they 

would need to hold fewer meetings, or reduce the quality of the meetings, or raise the annual dues. 

They raised the dues from $21.75 to $30.00. 

 

May Programs, 11 

“Natural Landmarks in New Jersey” is a slide show that proves New Jersey is “truly the Garden 

State.”             [Gardening] 

 

Harry Devlin [1918-2001], “To Grandfather’s Home We Go,” is author of two books on 

architecture, illustrator of children’s books with his wife, President of the National Cartoonist’s 

Society, and member of the New Jersey State Council on the Arts.       [Art]  

 

Ronald Forsomo is a tenor who made his debut in the Madison Civic Opera House production of 

“Die Fledermaus.” After coming to New York, he performed with the New York City Opera and 

the Metropolitan Opera Studio.                  [Music] 
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  Volume 49, Number 1    Quest     October 1979 

 

Calendar, 3 

Photo: Beatrice W. Bryant, 6 

 

President’s Message, 7              [Message]  

Beatrice W. Bryant is looking forward to starting her second year as president. She hopes those 

who traveled in the summer will tell their adventures over tea. The department and program 

committees have been active. She looks forward to seeing the members again. 

 

Club Notes, 8, 9, 10         [Community] 

Turn-Over Sale. The members are urged to bring ANYTHING they can spare. If too heavy, the 

club will send someone to bring it. 

Art Exhibit. Eleanor (Ellie) Murtha, painter and sculptress, will exhibit in watercolor. She attended 

the Traphagen School of Fashion in New York City and has had numerous one-man shows. 

Our Members Honored. Rita Hand Hogan [1901-1991] had a Scholarship Fund named after her at 

the Central Presbyterian Church; Martha Giles and Gladys Clegg were honored at the annual senior 

Citizen Art Show in Verona with first place and honorable mention respectively. 

State Convention 1979. The key note address, by Radio and TV reporter Douglas Edwards [1917-

1990] was on “What’s Right with America.” The subject addressed by the Dean of Douglass 

College, Jewel Plummer Cobb [1924-2017, the first African-American Dean appointed to 

Douglass College], was “Liberal Arts—Key to the Future.” 

Behind the Scenes—Turn-Over Sale. Every club project requires planning, participation, and 

publicity, plus, in this case, saleable items. The date is set, the merchandise is being assembled, 

the copy has been submitted to the Montclair Times, and John [Raymond] Gambling has been 

notified to announce the sale on his radio program. Finally, participation arises again in packing 

up the leftovers for the Salvation Army; left-over books are donated to the College Women’s Book 

Sale. Two important products are pleasure and profit. 

 

Falling Leaves Ways and Means Bridge, 12      [Fundraising] 

 

October Programs, 12 

Josephine [Dorothy] Reinhardt, contralto; Carole Whitney, cellist. The former is also currently a 

soloist at the Presbyterian Church in Upper Montclair; the latter is a member of the New Jersey 

State Orchestra.                           [Music] 

 

Eleanor Statmore, pianist: “An Afternoon of Music”             [Music] 

 

Tentative Program Schedule 1979-1980, 14, 15 
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President’s Corner, 15            [Message] 

An appreciation of Fran Oliphant. She is another one of the members who is not on the Board but 

without whom the club could not operate. She oversees the meals from start to finish and takes 

care of all the reservations. Beatrice W. Bryant says, “My hat is off to Fran Oliphant.” 

 

Evening Department, 16, 17                                        [Bridge between  Questers and Seniors] 

Dr. [Frederick W.] Fuller, Saint Barnabas Burn Center 

 

Membership, 18, 19, 20 

190 members, including Business, Evening Department, Honorary, and Life members. 

19 Associates 
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Calendar November and December, 3 

Christmas Message, 5               [Message] 

Beatrice W. Bryant’s Christmas greeting included the seasonal Henry Wadsworth Longfellow 

poem, “Christmas Bells,” which states in the second stanza, “God is not dead, nor doth he sleep, / 

The wrong shall fail, / The right to prevail, / With peace on earth good will to men.” 

 

Club Notes, 6, 7         [Community]  

Acknowledgements. Thanks for contributions from Mary Holly, Mountainside Hospital Nursing 

Scholarship; Joan Vetrano, Montclair High School Vocational Scholarship; and the Eye Institute 

of New Jersey. 

President’s Comment. Beatrice W. Bryant hails Helen Tebo in this Christmas season, who “decks 

the hall with boughs of holly.” She is adding her to a list of members who do an inordinate amount 

of work, mostly behind the scenes. Her decorations for special events are outstanding.  

Recycling. Thanks to the faithful who have been volunteering at the Recycling Center in bad 

weather. 

Art Exhibit. Carol B. Schmitz studied art at the Art Students League in New York City, is a 

member of many art clubs, and was a “solo” artist at the Bloomfield Midatlantic Bank in 1977, as 

well as winning awards in many other group-juried shows. 

Social Service Department. The Workshop has begun its work producing useful articles to 

hospitals, the Salvation Army, the Blind, and the Red Cross.  

Thank you from Red Cross. 

 

November Programs, 8, 9 

Eleanor Statmore, concert pianist and piano teacher, will in her lecture go back in musical history 

to give examples that include Scarlatti, Mozart, Beethoven, Chopin, and Liszt.                 [Music] 

 

The Reverend James Pindar [1930-1984], the field of communications at Seton Hall University, 

on “The Trio is now a Quartet.” Once, home, church, and school were the only means of 

communication. Then came newspapers and magazines, and, today, fourth, the electronic media 

of radio and TV.             [TV] 

 

Natalie P. Smith’s slide-lecture, “Aegean Odyssey,” is part of her series, “Joy of Travel.” She is 

President of the Women’s Guild of the Center Presbyterian Church and a member of the New 

York Cosmopolitan Club, where she is involved with the Unite Nations.                         [Travel] 

 

Entertainment: A Tour of Italy through Song and Dance, by the Italian Folklore Group of Montclair 

[founded by Grace Grieco, 1915-1995]             [Theatre] 

 

 



 

 

12 

David W. Brown, “The Olympic Movement,” is Chairman of the New Jersey United States 

Olympic Commission and a member of the Executive Board.            [International] 

 

December Programs, 10, 11 

The Mastersingers of Montclair Kimberley Academy, Nixon Bicknell, Conductor           [Music] 

 

Nancy Brock [Beck, 1919-2018], “Dances of Celebration,” is a professional dancer and 

choreographer. She has taught at Roanoke College, Purdue University, Hampton Institute, and the 

University of North Carolina. In West Berlin, she danced as guest artist at the National Theatre in 

Mannheim.                            [Theatre] 

 

The Music Masters Trio: “Christmas à la Carte.” Robert Pagano, piano, Master’s Degree from the 

Manhattan School of Music; Bill Sempier, tenor, Master’s in Voice from Montclair State College; 

and Lois Nordling, mezzo-soprano, Julliard School of Music who won an award from the 

Berkshire Music Centner.                  [Music] 

 

Parties at Home, 12         [Fundraising] 

Ways and Means has organized events at members’ houses, displaying, for example, and interest 

in crafts, especially knitting; one with an owl collection, Eskimo statuary, and Indian artifacts; and 

another with exquisite appointments.  

 

Behind the Scenes—Dollar PLUS, 12                [Fundraising] 

Dollar PLUS members exhibit their artistry twice a month—knit goods, jewelry, and baked goods. 

Others give teas or bridge parties. Some provide taxi service for friends. Accounting is carefully 

monitored. This project is challenging and rewards, incorporating the 5 P’s necessary for a 

successful club project—Planning, Participation, Publicity, Pleasure, and Profit. 

 

Associate Members Feted, 12        [Community] 

Mrs. W. Daniel [Elisabeth D.] Nobles saluted, at a cookout in her garden, the “silent unsung 

husbands” who provide much support to the club. 

 

Myasthenia Gravis, 13        [Fundraising] 

Clipping cancelled postage stamps is small effort for a big cause—the New Jersey chapter of the 

Myasthenia Gravis Foundation.   

 

Get Acquainted with Montclair, 13       [Advertising] 

Remember our advertisers, without whom there would be no Quest.  

 

Inside back cover: Anonymous poem, “The more you give, the more you get.” 
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Calendar January and February, 3 

Club Notes, 4, 5, 6         [Community] 

President’s Corner. Beatrice W. Bryant writes that, while visiting the Mikimoto Pearl Farm in 

Oshima, Japan, she watched divers bringing up baby oysters. They put them into wire baskets and 

returned them to the sea water for three years, until the pearls were formed. Since moving to a 

retirement complex, she thinks of the Pearl Farm. Beauty and value can come from difficulty, 

frustration, and pain—irritants of body and spirit.    

Art Exhibit. Loretta S. Isherwood and Doris [D.] Schoonmaker [1920-1993] are two exhibiters. 

Currently showing her watercolors, the first worked at the Montclair Art Museum and is chairman 

of Art for Community Hospital. The second is next to show her watercolors at the club. She has 

won awards from Essex Watercolors Club, Bloomfield Art League, and many others. 

Contribution to the Shade Tree Fund. The Fund was organized to replace trees that were uprooted 

or severely damaged in the recent storm. Richard I. [Irving] Bonsal [1920-2006], Commissioner 

of Public Works, sends thanks for the contribution. 

Federation News. Members who attended the Fall Conference reported on the panelists, three 

representatives of E. F. Hutton Company, who discussed “Increasing You Income,” “Retirement 

Planning,” and “Reducing Taxes.” 

Dollar PLUS Project. The Shoppe will be open to sell birthday presents, card-party prizes, and 

hostess gifts. 

‘Thankfulness,” a poem by Lillian Watson Applegate [1896-1981]. 

You Brought and You Bought. Turn-Over Sale made $1,565.27.”   

Recycling. Interested members are still involved at the Center. 

List of club presidents. 

 

Snowball Bridge: Come Play with Us, 7      [Fundraising] 

 

January and February Programs, 8, 9, 10 

Peter H. Mayer, “An Artistic Walk through the Kunsthistorische Museum in Vienna.” He is the 

President of the Francis G. Mayer [1892-1971] Art Colour Slide, Inc., an educational group. He 

has studied art in Austria, Belgium, France, and the United States.      [Art] 

 

James D. [David] Horan [1914-1981], Books and Authors, will discuss his novel, Ginerva. He is 

the author of many novels, some of which were researched for the movie “Butch Cassidy and the 

Sundance Kid.”                      [Literature] 

 

“Shoplifting: It’s a Steal,” with lecture and film, by the New Jersey Coalition to Prevent 

Shoplifting, sponsored by the Retail Merchants Association.                

[Movie] 
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Marion Thomas, “Know Your Antiques,” will assess members’ possessions.          [Hobby] 

 

Eleanor Statmore, pianist, “Exploring Chopin”              [Music] 

 

Herman Esrem, “Humor in America”                          [Humor] 

 

Donna [Jeanne] Schutz [1934-2020], a musical interlude “From Opera to Operetta.”       [Music] 

 

Evening Department, 11                                                       [Bridge between Questers and Seniors] 

Ronald F. Barisano, “Montclair Volunteer Ambulance Unit Lecture and Demonstration.” 

 

Behind the Scenes: Quest Magazine, 12      [Community] 

This article once again summons the five “Ps”—Planning, Participation, Pleasure, Publicly, and 

Profit. Publicity is key in relation to advertising and charitable and budget fundraisers. The first 

task, caried out by the Circulation manager, is to check and recheck members’ names and addresses 

as well as the addressograph plates. They create a tentative list of all events during the upcoming 

club year, working from June to August. The Editor starts routine editing six weeks before 

publication. Publicity people are contacting advertisers concurrently. The costs of the magazine 

have been reduced from about $7,000 to $2,000—the type of paper changed, for example, and the 

contents only pertinent to the club program and notes. They need many more members to 

participate in the activity.  
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Calendar for May and April, 3 

 

Behind the Scenes—Our Antique Show, 4      [Fundraising] 

Planning starts in May and continues until the following March. Publicity must be written and 

distributed to newspapers, magazines, radio stations, and even exhibiting dealers. Participation by 

club members includes writing publicity, soliciting ads, securing hostesses, and serving food. 

Pleasure is in the love of antiques and learning more about them. Profit is the ultimate goal. 

 

Club Notes, 6, 7         [Community] 

Art Exhibit. Joyce Wimer of Upper Montclair has many paintings hanging in private collections 

and has exhibited in local and state shows. She has been accepted to exhibit in the American 

Watercolor Society Show. 

Federation Notes. The club will present a play to the Northern Regional Drama Festival. The 

Maplewood Women’s Club will host the Creative Arts Day. The Morristown Flower Show’s 

theme is “Waste Not Want Not.” 

President’s Corner. Beatrice W. Bryant reprints the message, “God’s Day,” from the parish bulletin 

at the Church of St. James, by the Reverend Robert J. Burdette [1844-1914], who says. “Today is 

the problem—yesterday’s remorse and tomorrow’s fear are God’s Days. Leave them to Him.” 

 

March Programs, 8, 9, 10  

Donna Jeanne Schutz [1934-2020], a musical interlude “From Opera to Operetta,” has an 

impressive repertoire, with leading roles in opera and musicals. Some roles in opera are The 

Mother in “Amahl and the Night Visitors” and Musetta in “La Bohème.” Examples in musicals 

are Princess in “The Student Prince” and Mrs. Molley in “Hello Dolly.”             [Music] 

 

Kay Kato, “Laughing at Life,” is a cartoonist whose drawings have appeared in popular magazines 

and three published in Best Cartoons of the Year. She can complete a sketch in one minute. 

[Humor] 

 

Book Review. Dr. Julian D. Tebo on The Making of [the] Popes 1978 by Father Andrew M. 

Greeley [1928-2013], is a sociologist and priest/journalist.       [Literature] 

 

Sue Read, Radio and TV star, in “Entertainment Time,” from her show, Sue Read’s Guest House. 

She also appears in commercials and is a photographers’ model, with her picture on the cover of 

various magazines.             [TV] 

 

Andrew Klein, piano, was born and studied in Berlin, then Geneva, and finally the Julliard School 

in New York. He made his formal debut in 1875 at Carnegie Recital Hall.            [Music] 

 

Buffet and Dinner to benefit club activities and community projects             [Fundraising] 
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April Programs, 11, 12 

Dr. Eden Ryl, behavioral psychologist, made and is in the film, “You Pack Your Own Chute.” The 

concept dramatized is that most people are the biggest obstacle to professional growth through 

unrealistic fears and faulty assumptions. She also produced “You Bet Your Life” in 1950.          

         [Health] 

 

Mimi Harmon and William Winters, “Love Stories.” Harmon is an actress and producer who has 

appeared on television and in commercials. She is a producer for the National Academy of the Arts 

and Sciences and directs a dance company called “Chorus Line.” Winters has been in numerous 

New Jersey Theatre and Dinner-Theatre productions. He has studied acting with Stella Adler and 

at the Academy of Dramatic Arts.              [Theatre]  

 

“The Fire of the Kiln” depicts the story of an auxiliary project of the Land School of Art. Through 

the help of [F.] Hoffmann La Roche [and Company], Dante De Florio has photographed this color 

documentary, showing scenes of handicapped and normal students at work in their classrooms. 

Margaret [Moffat] Yard Tyler [1902-1997], the school founder, found that the film was extremely 

well received.                 [Movie] 

 

Evening Department, 14, 15            [Bridge between Questers and Seniors] 

Overbrook Hospital party for women patients at the club. 

Benefit Bridge for the Burn Unit of St. Barnabas Medical Center. 

 

Highlights of club board meetings, 16                [Fundraising] 

The long list in the report is slimmed here to a few items: An anonymous donor gave $200 to the 

club in thanks for the excellent programs; the House ad Grounds need constant care and incur 

expense. Members are reminded to study the Buyers’ Guide at the end of magazine issue and 

become more familiar with these advertisers. A member has left a legacy of $16,000. The club 

used 4,450 gallons of fuel oil last year.  
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Calendar for May, 2 

 

This is your bill for club dues 1980-181, 3 

 

President’s Message, 5              [Message] 

Beatrice W. Bryant, in her last message in this administration, wants to thank everyone in “our 

official family” for their kindness and hard work. She congratulates the club on the gift to 

Montclair to help replace the over 400 shade trees that were lost in a recent storm. When she tried, 

at the behest of the Board, to donate a bullet-proof vest to a police officer, the Chief said they were 

all supplied, but the lone woman officer had no vest, so she supplied one to her. For her successor 

as president, Eunice Hirsch, she offers her full support. 

 

Club Notes, 6, 7, 8         [Community] 

Thank You, Natalie K. Fitch. Hortense G. Felt thanks the editor of Quest, who is retiring at age 89 

after six years on the job. She relinquishes her post to become Publicity Chair. Her quiet charm, 

her distinctive good taste, and her keen, active mind are admired by her friends and associates.  

President’s Corner. Beatrice W. Bryant has been celebrating Quest members who work behind the 

scenes. Here are three more: Alice Shaw, Gloria Miller, and Jane Eberle (who wrote the recent 

“Behind the Scenes” articles). Felt finishes with a poem by Jean [Lindsey Torren] Marsh, actress 

in “Upstairs, Downstairs.” 

Note from Quest Editor. Natalie K. Fitch expresses gratitude to all those who have shared her 

responsibilities—so many people to thank. She picks out Hortense G. Felt for special thanks and 

she passes on her responsibilities to Alice [Ritter] Kuhnen and Betty Williams, co-Editors. 

We Have Helped Others. Montclair projects, the Federation, Evening Department, Social Service, 

and Scholarship girls. 

 

May Programs, 10, 11 

Myrtle Rhoades, “A Journey to China,” a member of the club for 15 years, has written two 

genealogies accepted by the American Genealogy Society and is a member of the National League 

of American Pen Women and Magna Charta.                         [Travel] 

 

Jean Clark, “Recycling: What It Means to the Energy Crisis,” travels widely giving talks about the 

importance of recycling to conserving energy. [Clark, 1923-2018, was known as the “Mother of 

Recycling” in recognition of her diligence and effectiveness in pioneering the Montclair recycling 

program in the 1970s, one of the first recycling centers in the country.                            [Nature] 

 

After Carole Whitney, a cellist, graduated from Montclair High School, she was a recipient of the 

National Award in Music.                  [Music] 
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[New co-Editors of Quest, Alice Ritter Kuhne,1918-2010, and Elizabeth Mary [Betty] Williams] 

 

Committees 1980-1981, 3 

 

Calendar for October 1980, 5 

 

Photo: Mrs. William Hirsch, Jr., 6 

 

President’s Message, 7              [Message] 

Eunice Hirsch reports that, with the cost of living going higher, without raising membership dues, 

the Board has increased the Ways and Means budget from $7,000 to $9,000. All members will be 

needed to support all funding projects.  

 

Club Notes, 8, 9         [Community]  

Please Feed the Animals. Pound Animals Welfare Center takes care of homeless cats and dogs; 

the food is very expensive. Please save your food coupons for pet food. 

Acknowledgements. Grateful letters from Montclair Volunteer Ambulance Unit; club delegates 

to Girls’ Citizenship Institute; and Vocational Scholarships. 

Custodian. The new club employee is James Cousins.   

 

State Convention 1980, 11         [Community] 

The two mains speakers will be Richard Valeriani [1932-2018], White House correspondent, “The 

Carterization of Foreign Policy,” and Mrs. Don I. Slide, President Elect, General Federation of 

Women’s Clubs, “Wake Up America.” 

 

Art Exhibit, 11          [Art] 

Dolly Galt, oil painter, is a charter member of the Montclair chapter member of the Ikebana 

International Society and is also a flower show judge with a master’s certificate. 

 

Tentative Programs and Activities Schedule 1980-1981 Club Season, 12, 13 

 

Carolyn Platt, “Our American Heritage” slide-talk on the beauty and grandeur, 13         [Travel] 

 

Halloween Bridge,14         [Fundraising] 

 

October Programs, 18 

Patricia Antonelli, harpist (a Minerva Concert Grand) entertains at Christmas candlelight services, 

women’s clubs, universities, banquets, and the Paper Mill Playhouse; she also joins harp 

ensembles at Carnegie Hall. She is a member of the American Harp Society and a music major at 

Seton Hall University.                              [Music] 
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Dr. Eden Ryl, human behavior, is the film maker and subject in “You Can Surprise Yourself.” She 

learns to shoot a firearm from John Hugenberg, a rifle instructor. The point of her films is 

undertaking impossible feats.                 [Health] 

       

Evening Department, 16, 17        [Bridge between Questers and Seniors] 

Photo: Dorothy E. Baldwin, Chair 

Crime prevention, Gloria Murphy 

Robert Barr, mentalist 

 

Membership, 15, 16, 17  

161 members and 19 associates.  
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Calendar, 3 

  

President’s Message, 5             [Message] 

Picture: Madonna and Child courtesy of the Montclair Art Museum 

Eunice Hirsch alludes to John Greenleaf Whittier’s poem about Christmas and “the joy that 

comes back to you.” 

 

Club Notes, 6, 7         [Community] 

Profile. Eunice Hirsch, who joined the club in 1958, has always been an active member, especially 

in her work with the Evening Department. After attending art school in New York City, she became 

Educational Supervisor for the Singer Company before marrying. She is a member of St. John’s 

Church in Montclair. 

Art Exhibit. Carol B. Schmitz, who paints portraits and watercolors, is President of the Bloomfield 

Art League, won an award from the Salmagundi Club in New York, and has held one-woman 

shows on both East and West coasts. 

Literary Work Honored. Ruth Des Jardines received an award from the 7th District Spring 

Conference for her poems, “The Iron Worker” and “Confessions of a Cliptomaniac.” 

Christmas Stocking Alert. Presents for the Salvation Army. 

 

November Programs, 9, 10 

Caroline Platt Walsh, “Our American Heritage,” is active in the Wilford Hospital Auxiliary, 

Alicia’s] Art-Cart Project, and a member of genealogical societies like the DAR.          [History] 

 

Dr. Bartara Stoerck, “The Development of the Moment in Europe,” with emphasis on Austria; she 

is from Graz [Montclair’s Sister City].                                                                    [International] 

 

Harvest Dinner Program, with the Brightside Quartet, made up of members of the Suburban Sound 

Chapter of Sweet Adelines, organized in 1975.                                                                    [Music] 

 

December Programs, 12, 13 

Kathryn McKellar, New Jersey Automobile Club, “Defensive Driving.”                         [Health] 

 

The Reverend Larry G. Suntken, “The Madonna in Art History.” [He addressed the same topic in 

the Nov. 1975-Dec. 1975 Quest.]              [Religion] 

 

Yahui Yang, “Christmas International,” who will sing some of the songs in her native Chinese and 

Japanese.                    [Music] 

 

Natalie P. Smith, “The Joy of Travel” is a frequent speaker.             [Travel] 
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Calendar for January and February, 2 

 

[Pages 3 and 4 are missing, along with the President’s Message, which is listed in the Table 

of Contents] 

 

Club Notes, 5                     [Community] 

Social Service. The decorated cookie cans that the group made for Christmas were a great success. 

Recycling. The “regulars” continue to help out at the Center.  

Dollar PLUS. The Shoppe is open twice a month.  

Turn-Over Sale. The Board is disappointed in the smaller profit this year. “Without the additional 

funds, some of the benefits we enjoy personally as well as donations to the community will 

necessarily have to be eliminated.” 

 

Art Exhibit, 6 

Allan L. Ludwig, photographer, is a professor at Bloomfield College. His series, entitled “Base 

Metals,” was first shown in the Alonzo Gallery in New York City. There, six pieces were chosen 

for an exhibit called “Independent American Photography,” organized by the Polish Ministry of 

Culture. The subject matter is “common, everyday trash.” Also exhibited at the clubhouse at this 

time is Edythe Cross [1908-1986] of Montclair. She teaches youth art classes of portraits and oils. 

 

January Programs, 7, 9 

Dr. Barbara Stoerck of Graz, Austria, was scheduled but could not come; Natalie P. Smith stood 

in for her in “Joy of Travel.”                            [Travel] 

 

At the Seventh District President’s Briefing, the speaker was Mrs. Jerry B. Loizeaux, State Third 

Vice President.                                                                                      [Community] 

   

Greek Night. Teen-age Greek dancers under the direction of Jean Diamandes of St. Michael Greek 

Orthodox Church. The group is GOYA, Greek Orthodox Youth of America.                 [Theatre] 

   

Elizabeth Ann Coleman, “Queen Victoria, a Look at a Royal Wardrobe,” is on the staff of the 

British Museum. She participates in a Summer Institute, “The Visual Arts in American Culture,” 

and The National Summer School at Attingham Park in England. She prepared The Collected Book 

of Doll’s Clothes and Costumes in Miniature: 1790-1929, published by Crown. She will talk about 

Victoria’s wardrobe from 1832 until 1881 (Albert’s death).                        [Fashion] 

 

February Programs, 10 

Films—“Nobody’s Victim” [how women deal with physical assault] and “Lady Beware”—about 

personal safety.                 [Movies] 
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Elsie Smith, “Quilting,” is head of the” Speertown Quilties” [Speertown was an 18th Century rural 

community, which became Upper Montclair] 

 

Dr. Harold [C.] Bohn [1935-2012, Bohn Hall was named in his honor], Montclair State College, 

will speak about “The Joy of Reading.” He was on the teaching staff from 1929-1979 and is 

currently a trustee of the Montclair Historical Society.       [Literature] 

 

Evening Department, 10, 11                    [Bridge between Questers and Seniors] 

Gloria Murphy [1924-2009], Assistant Prosecutor of the Crime Prevention Bureau in Newark. 
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Calendar for March and April, 3 

 

13th Annual Antiques Show, 4                 [Fundraising] 

 

Club Notes, 5, 6,          [Community] 

President’s Corner. Eunice Hirsch discusses her concern with the decline of membership over the 

past years and, also, the lack of attendance at Friday meetings throughout the years. She believes 

this problem indicates that they should move the Monday meeting of Social Service to Friday. She 

wants to hear more suggestions from members about improving Friday meetings. “It is your club, 

so please let us know.”  

Our 60th Anniversary. Gladys Clegg, club historian, give a brief account of the origin of the club 

for the benefit of new members. Incorporated in 1915, the club originally had 304 members and 

fees of $5 a year. Previously, they had attended the Upper Montclair Women’s Club, but 

transportation became a problem. 

Coming Art Exhibit. Jeanette Geyer, when she was in Illinois, became fascinated with Edgar Lee 

Masters’s Spoon River Anthology. Six of her Spoon River paintings and her portrait of Masters are 

in the permanent collection at Western Illinois University. 

 

March and April Programs, 8, 9, 10 

Ruth Anderson, “The World of Wine,” is an expert on the subject of wine and its mystique. She 

holds a certificate from the California Wine Growers’ Association of wine. Also a musician, she 

is the Seventh District Music Chair of the New Jersey Federation of Women’s Clubs.        [Cuisine] 

 

Judy Caden, puppeteer, in “Sparky’s Marionette Circus.”          [Theatre] 

 

Mrs. Donald F. Wallace, “Gardens around the World.”      [Gardening] 

 

Carl A. Baccaro, “Songs from Favorite Operas, Operettas, and Broadway Shows,” was the 

Director of Vocal Music at Kearny High School, the Director of Music at the First Presbyterian 

Church at Rutherford, and a private teacher of voice and piano. In 1973, he founded the All-Arts 

Theatre Company. At his presentation, singers from his company will perform.               [Music] 

 

Jeannette Geyer, artist, in speech and demonstration, “My Watercolor Impressions in Oil.”  [Art] 

 

Sale for the Blind. 

 

Cindy Bernier, in the lecture demonstration, “The Joy of Dancing,”  received her training in ballet 

and modern dance from the London Dance Center, Boston Conservatory, Alvin Ailey American 

Dance Center, and Tricia Kaye at Oakland Ballet.                 [Theatre] 

 



 

 

24 

Jane Eberle, “Herbs and Witchcraft,”  combines two of her interests.              [Gardening] 

 

List of club presidents from 1918-1982, 10 

 

Evening Department, 13, 14, 15               [Bridge between Questers and Seniors] 

The group will host the EMD Seventh District Conference Spring meeting. 

Overbrook Hospital party for women patients will take place. 

Roger Barr, mentalist. “ESP (Extra-sensory Perception)—Fact or Fiction?” 

Van Dyk Nursing Home visits. 
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Calendar for May, 2 

 

This is your bill for club dues 1981-1982, 3 

 

President’s Message, 5              [Message] 

Eunice Hirsh greets, and mentions the full name of, the new custodian, James Cousins. She also 

cites the purchase of a new audio system to replace the one that was stolen. She thanks everyone—

the Board, the chairs of departments and committees, and the membership, for their help. 

 

Club Notes, 6, 7, 8         [Community] 

In Memoriam. To Virginia Davies, the oldest member of the club.  

PAWS [Pound Animal Welfare Society of New Jersey]. Members have collected 1,280 dog-and- 

cat-food coupons. 

Turn-Around Sale. Ask your friends and neighbors—and people who are moving away—for 

clothing, jewelry, small appliances, plants, housewares, “antiques,” small furniture, books and 

records. 

Contributions: Club projects, Federation projects, Dollar PLUS, Social Services, and scholarships. 

Honors. Awards were received by three club members at the 7th District Creative Arts and Music 

Festival: Oleta Norma, first place, painting; Betty Wolff, second place, needlepoint; and Dot 

Baldwin, third place, cooking. 

State Legislative Luncheon. First speakers, Robert Grayson, “Life after Violence,” discusses that 

when a person is attacked and seriously wounded, the criminal is given a lawyer and the victim is 

given no help in anything; Barbara Bogg Sigmumd [1939-1990] talks on the few (9%) women in 

political positions; and Julanda M. Kirk studies the influence of letters on legislators. 

 

May Programs, 10, 11 

The Montclair Chorus is the parent of the Barbershop Quartette. The New Jersey Chapter of the 

Society for the Preservation of Barbershop Singing in America, Inc., founded in Tulsa in 1938, 

does a great deal of charity performing in hospitals, homes for the aging, and rehabilitation centers.

                                                                           [Music] 

 

Mrs. Henry C. Tappen, “Castles and Ballads of the North of England,” was born in Newcastle 

upon Tyne.                    [Music] 

 

Donna Jeanne Schutz, lyric soprano,  won many awards and was an outstanding soloist at Lincoln 

Center’s Damrosch Park and her Carnegie Recital Hall debut in April 1980.            Music] 

 

Evening Program,          [Bridge between Questers and Seniors] 

Winners in the 7th District EMD Spring Conference:  “Holiday Decoration,” Dorothy Baldwin, 

first prize; “Fundraising,” Ruth Des Jardines, first prize “Crafts.”. 



 

 

26 

Volume 51, Number 1    Quest     October 1981 

 

 

Committees for 1981-1982, 3 

 

Calendar for October, 5 

 

Photo: Mrs William Hirsch, Jr., 6 

 

President’s Message, 7              [Message]  

Eunice Hirsch welcomes everyone back from summer. Among the tasks she mentions for the 

coming year is raising funds “one way or another” to match the larger Ways and Means budget—

now $10,000. Flyers were sent out over the summer proposing some new fundraising ideas—for 

example, “The Gershwin Experience,” a Unit Concert, or the Whole Theatre presentism of “USO 

Canteen.” 

 

Club Notes, 8, 9, 10, 11        [Community] 

Art Exhibit. Club members Gladys Clegg, Gertrude Hodkinson, Helen Tebo, and Helen Van 

Voorhees all exhibited in the summer. This month, Carol Crowley is an exhibitor with a medium 

is pastels, portraits, and flower studies. She was Artist of the Month at the Montclair Community 

Hospital and has held other singles-artist shows in several banks and a local library. 

Acknowledgements. Many letters of thanks received for contributions. 

Dollar PLUS. Some fundraising suggestions are, for example, selling one’s services as a 

chauffeur; knitting or sewing objects; cooking; sharing travel slide shows; exhibiting hobbies; 

and selling as  many of them as possible at the Shoppe.  

Social Services. The Group has moved its activities to Fridays. 

Dues. Being reminded and printed in the magazine saves postage. 

Creative Projects for Spring Show and Competition.  

Ways and Means Annual Fundraising Project Turn Over Sale. 

 

Report on the State Convention,12  

The three-day meeting was held at the Playboy Club. One of the speakers was Dr. Louis M. 

Robinson, whose topic was “The Challenge of Computer Technology.”                     [Education] 

 

Tentative Program and Activities Schedule 1981-1982 Club Season, 13 

 

October Programs, 14,15 

Donna Jeanne Schutz [see March-April 1980 Quest] 

 

Opening Project of the Season 1981-1982. The event is a Wine and Cheese Party, the first of a 

series of new projects for Fund Raising, which is necessary for the advancement of the club. They 

need to attract new members of all ages to assure the continuance of the club well into the future. 

                                [Fundraising] 
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Our Township—An Inside View. Participants are Township Manager Bert Kendall; Mayor Mary 

[Veronica Kasser] Mochary; and Councilwoman Pat [ricia Baker] Koechin [1924-2020]  

[Community] 

Coming Programs, 16 

Suzanne Vernon Swick [1930-2013], “New Jersey Mona Lisa” [She is a descendent of the Vernon 

family that owned one of Leonardo DaVinci’s Mona Lisa paintings, acquired by William Henry 

Vernon while he was in France. The family owned the painting for nearly 200 years until 

auctioning it at Sotheby’s.]                                  [Art] 

       

Theatre Party, the Whole Theatre Company’s “USO Canteen,” an original review of 1940 songs. 

           Music] 

 

Evening Department, 20, 21        [Bridge between Questers and Seniors]  

Photo. Dorothy Baldwin, Chair 

 

Membership, 22, 23, 24 

[For the first time, the list of the names of the married women gives their maiden names.] 

153 members; 22 Associates 
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President’s Message, 3              [Message] 

Eunice Hirsch feels that this season is an appropriate time to reprint the poem of Lillian [Irene] 

Watson Applegate [1896-1981] from the December 1965 Quest, “Christmas Gift,” which ends, 

“Our loving hearts, our perfect souls / Our prayerful thoughts we give / Our actions, guided by his 

Hand, / So others, free, can live.” 

 

Calendar for November and December 1981, 5     

 

Club Notes, 6, 7                    [Community] 

In Memoriam. Lillian Watson Applegate (Mrs. Stanley E.) was a member of the club for 40 years. 

In addition to other talents, she had a successful writing career. “It is people like Lillian who have 

helped our club to grow.”     

You Did It Again. The Turn-Over Sale brought in a successful $2,119.35.     

Watercolors. Louise Swensk Hugg was a student of the Montclair Art Museum and one of many 

outstanding artists in the area. She is a member of the West Essex Art Association. She received 

her most recent awards at Caldwell’s “Art of the Avenue” and Roseland’s Art Show. 

 

November and December Programs, 8 

The Town Criers, a Barbershop Quarter: James Gregory, lead singer; Dor Albanese, baritone; John 

Santoro, tenor; and William Behrendt, bass.                [Music] 

 

Joan Macy Kaskell, an art lecturer, describes “The Christmas Story in Painting,” from Giotto to 

Gaugin. For ten years, she was an art lecturer at the Metropolitan Museum of Art. She plans and 

hangs the monthly art exhibit at the Wilton [Connecticut] library. She recently won the Lay Person 

Award from the Connecticut Society on Architects for an exhibit of the work of 25 architects in 

the region.              [Art] 

 

The Mastersingers, with conductor Nixon Bicknell.               [Music] 

 

Robert [Wayne] Barlow, harpist, holds Masters’ and Doctors’ Degrees from Julliard, made his 

solo debut with the Rochester Civic Orchestra when he was 15. He has won many harp 

competitions and is a leading exponent of a new breed of harpists—a combination of superb 

musicianship and sparking showmanship.                [Music] 

 

Evening Department, 13                    [Bridge between Questers and Seniors] 

Annual Harvest Bridge. This year, the beneficiary is St. Michael’s Hematology Unit. 

The Welfare Committee saved greeting cards to make into note pads for shut-ins at the Veterans’ 

Hospital.   
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Calendar, 3 

 

President’s Message, 5              [Message] 

Eunice Hirsch singles out, among her announcements, the Patriotic Bridge Party, which will be 

given at no price to members. “Please try to bring guests who may join us as members.” 

 

Club Notes, 7          [Community] 

Regional Fall Conference. Four speakers were Eleanor J. Ferdon, on the “Art of Fundraising,” 

Carol M. Grubb on ways you can plan the interior decoration of your home, and John G. Anderson, 

director of Public Affairs for the Foster Parent Plan Inc., supported by 60 Women’s clubs. The 

Public Affairs Chairman urged the idea of the passage of a resolution to force a balanced federal 

budget. 

 

January and February Programs, 8, 9, 10 

Grace H. Garrigan, nutrition specialist from Public Service Electric and Gas Company, will speak 

on “Making the Most of You,” with a 30-minute slide presentation. Her talk concerns what foods 

are essential for health. Nutritionists have divided food into the “basic four”—milk, meat, 

vegetable and fruit, and bread and cereal groups.                         [Health] 

 

Professor James P. [Patrick] Shenton [1925-2003], Columbia University, will talk on “America’s 

Changing Foreign Policy.” He was an advisor to the National Endowment to the Humanities, won 

the Mark Van Doren Award at Columbia for humanity, and was selected a ”superprof” by Esquire 

Magazine.                              [International] 

 

Marie Olufine Hjorth Shepherd [1908-2000], comedienne, singer, lecturer, on “American 

Women—Historical and Hysterical.” She is able to play any character from a pixyish Betty Boop 

to a Wagnerian opera diva. She writes her own material and accompanies herself on the piano.  

                    [Humor] 

“From Yellowstone to Tomorrow” is a 60-minute film, with George C. Scott as narrator, which 

takes the audience on a romp through 30 of America’s National Parks.                              [Movie] 

 

Evening Department, 11                   [Bridge between Questers and Seniors] 

Welfare Workers. Members are pasting crossword puzzles onto cardboard for use by Veterans’ 

Hospital patients, with answers attached to the back. 

Red Cross needs games and puzzles for the Youth House in Newark 
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Calendar, 2 

 

President’s Message, 5              [Message] 

Eunice Hirsch reminds members that the club’s 67th birthday party on April 23rd is the occasion to 

give out contributions for charity to the community—Nursing Scholarships to Mountainside 

Hospital and the Montclair High School Vocational Scholarship, and other organizations we strive 

to help support. 

 

14th Annual Antiques Show, 6                  [Fundraising] 

 

Club Notes, 7, 8         [Community] 

Creative Projects for Spring Show and Competition. These “achievement days” are in categories 

ranging from dressmaking to folk art. 

Dollar PLUS Project. The time has come to return the dollar received in the Fall—and all the 

dollars it has become. 

Seventh District Presidents’ Council Meeting. Some of the achievements discussed were the 2,307 

cans filled for the Candy Cookie Project; the girl from Chile who came for a year at Douglass 

College through the New Jersey Federation Pan American Scholarships; and the building of a 

schoolhouse through CARE in Peru. They discussed the issue of shop lifting, which exceeded 24 

billion dollars last year. 

A Note on Our Artists. Gail Maurice Hoeck [1938-2007], February; Gay Pinter, March; and Robin 

Thornally De Negri, April. 

 

March and April Programs, 10, 11, 12, 13 

“From Yellowstone to Tomorrow,” a 60-minute film showing a tour of 30 of America’s National 

Parks, with actor George C. Scott as host-narrator.               [Movie] 

 

The Irish Step Dancers are from the Friel School of Irish Dancing, established in West Orange in 

1971 under the direction of Jim and Pat Friel.               [Music] 

 

Philip Cartwright, “The Message from the Cross,” is the son of the Methodist missionary, Dr. 

Frank T. Cartwright. Philip was born in the mission field of China.          [Religion] 

 

“Our 67th Anniversary,” a brief account by Gladys Clegg, club historian. She told the story on the 

66th birthday, a year ago, in April 1981.              [History] 

 

“Fair Prism” is a play written by Beatrice Hanson and directed by Dr. Frank B. Hanson.[Theatre] 

 

Robert Amerling, “The Historic Hudson and Its Heritage,” with 200 full color slides.      [History] 
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Fred Bauer [1934-2009], the author of many books, on “The Faith of America and Norman 

Rockwell.”                   [Art] 

 

Jim Gold, “The World of the Guitar.”                 

[Music] 

 

The Social Services Committee, which made 82 stuffed animals for the Head Start Program, 

received two appreciative letters from the Red Cross. 

 

Evening Department, 15                     [Bridge between Questers and Seniors] 

Hospice Program. Reverend Walter M. Moore, a representative of the Hospice in New Jersey, 

explains there are 15 hospices under New Jersey Sponsorship; West Essex Community Health 

Services (WECHS) is the one closest to the club. A hospice is not a place, but a program of 

palliative and supportive services. 

Real Estate. Bob Eberhart, Century 21 Realtors, speaks to the group. 
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THIS IS THE LAST ISSUE OF QUEST 

 

Calendar, 2 

 

This is your bill for club dues 1982-1983, 3 

 

President’s Message, 5              [Message] 

Eunice Hirsch says farewell after two years of her presidency and thanks everyone for support. 

 

Club Notes, 6, 7, 8, 9         [Community] 

Achievements Day. Five members won prizes for knitting and needlepoint. 

Many Thanks. From Red Cross. 

Financial issues. Budget for Fiscal Year 1982-1983. Our scholarship Girls: Montclair School 

Vocational Scholarships; Mountainside Hospital School of Nursing; Citizenship Institute of 

Douglas Scholarship; Success with Dollar PLUS; and Contributions 1982. 

  

May Programs, 10, 11 

Dr. [Sybil] Marie Kuhnen [1917-2000], Professor of Botany at Montclair State College, will talk 

about “A Walk in the Spring.”                [Nature] 

 

Bill Schustik, singer, historian, composer, chantey man, and raconteur will entertain.     [Music] 

 

To all club members: The Quest Staff expresses gratitude to the Executive Board, the Department 

and Committee Chairs, and members for their cooperation on Quest, with special thanks to 

Hortense G. Felt. 

 

 


